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A note from the President 

“Who really benefits from tourism” has remained the central question that EQUATIONS has focussed on since 
its inception in 1985. Our activities, geographical focus and strategies may have changed over the years but our 
focus on this question has remained unwavering.

Some of the trends that we responded to through our research, networking and advocacy in 2011-12 were 

•	 The tendency to position tourism as a key factor that stimulates local economies and provides employment. 
This needed investigation. 

•	 We were concerned about the large numbers in the informal sector in tourism and in small and medium 
enterprises who are mostly left out of policies and schemes but face tourism’s vicissitudes and are forced to 
mop up its negative consequences.  

•	 The process and quality of policy making in tourism continues to be with little or no consultation and even 
less of research and empirical data. Corporate lobbying disproportionately influences planning, law and 
policy making, regulation and decisions in the country. We had both these developments firmly on our 
radar. 

•	 Tourism continued to be a factor to dilute laws on coastal regulation, land acquisition and introduce new 
trends like public private partnership and development authorities. These threatened to further shrink 
democratic and constitutional rights. 

•	 Growing tensions between local communities and tourism establishments over natural resources - land, 
water, forests, access to the coast and to common property resources. Our work aimed at highlighting 
these less advertised facts of tourism. 

•	 Increase in tourism linked crime like child pornography and sexual abuse and the knee jerk reactions called 
for our continuing to insist on and elaborate on systemic approaches to addressing them.

This report captures in detail our research studies, campaigns, consultations and policy critiques that responded 
to these key trends. The fact that EQUATIONS works nationally, in spite of a small team, ensured that we 
engaged with important peoples movements and community based organisations in solidarity and were able to 
bring up the links between tourism and many of the wider struggles. This year saw deepening of our work and 
relationships in Central India, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, Orissa, and the North Eastern region. 

Our engagement with government Ministries (Tourism, Women and Child, Environment and Forests in particular) 
and bodies such as the Planning Commission and National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights was 
intensive. Our national reach and our role as a linking pin between grassroots developments and macro level 
policy are important factors that makes it difficult for government to dismiss us. While we continue to challenge 
our governments through policy critique, through our research and our campaigns, we have also collaborated 
on issues such as improving the Ecotourism Guidelines for Protected Areas, on capacity building and  legislation 
for Protection of Children.

Our work on developing Tourism Impact Assessment framework and tools took one step further through our 
work in Masinagudi, Sri Lanka and Goa. Our agenda of people centred tourism saw us also working towards a 
positive agenda of learning from and about community based tourism initiatives – their successes and challenges.

In September 2011 we moved into our own office at Sultanpalya in Bengaluru and that was a very special 
milestone for the EQUATIONS family. We welcome you to visit us, join us for a simple meal and some stimulating 
conversation!  

Mario Pinto Almeida

President 

Equitable Tourism Options (EQUATIONS) Society 
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THE CONTEXT OF OUR WORK
As in the global scenario, pro-poor tourism is the latest in 
tourism models/concepts that has gained importance 
in the Indian space in this past year. This has also come 
across strongly in the Report of the Working Group on 
Tourism formed for the 12th Five Year Planning (2012 
– 2017) process, where Secretary, Ministry of Tourism 
and Chairman of the Working Group in the foreword 
of the Report said,

“The Approach Paper of the  12th Five Year Plan prepared 
by the Planning Commission highlights the need to 
adopt “pro-poor tourism” for increasing net benefits to 
the poor and ensuring that tourism growth contributes 
to poverty reduction....”

The government therefore continues to view tourism 
from the perspective of its claims that current models 
of tourism contribute to socio-economic development 
through employment generation, entrepreneurship, 
infrastructure development and revenue earnings. This 
has also been the overarching discussion in the entire 
industry. 

Last quarter of the year saw several references to the 
number of jobs that tourism creates/has the potential to 
create including a claim by the Ministry that it is aiming 
to create 77.5 million jobs in the tourism and hospitality 
sector by 2016 by increasing employability through 
stringent certification and the involvement of local 
communities in tourism planning and development. 

On the one hand, a large part (Rs.348.20 crore) of the 
Rs.1,282 crore allocated to tourism sector for the period 
2012 – 2013 has been earmarked for the Incredible 
India campaign, which primarily aims at attracting 
more foreign tourists into the country. Rs.548 crore 
has been budgeted for creating new infrastructure like 
accommodations, wayside amenities, tourist reception 
centres, refurbishment of monuments, adventure and 
sports facilities and illumination of monuments. The 
other large amount allocated is Rs.81 crore towards 
the promotion of domestic tourism. These in no way 
enhance the employability of people in the tourism 
industry.

On the other hand, there are currently 105 projects 
operational in the tourism and its allied sectors being 
implemented in a Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
mode. At a time when private investors, whose main 
aim is to raise profit and not serve communities, are 
successfully lobbying governments for a greater role in 
governance, it would be more accurate to recognise 
PPP as the newest guise of privatisation. Privatisation in 
any form comes at a price and the two key questions 

that emerge are: how high is the price and whether 
local communities are willing to pay it.

The Ministry of Finance issued the draft National 
PPP Policy on 27th September 2011 and had invited 
comments/suggestions by 15th October. There are 5 
key inadequacies/issues that need to be addressed: 
inadequate review for the need for PPPs, inadequate 
impact studies on PPPs, PPPs are driven by economic 
interests and returns on investment, impacting the 
access of under-privileged to basic services like health 
and education, clubbing of all tourism projects as 
public purpose being problematic as many of the PPP 
projects are in the high-end sectors and finally lack of 
basic documentation on the outcomes of existing PPP 
projects.

Thus while the government’s intentions of addressing 
poverty through tourism is creditable, we must 
recognise that the trends in policy do not align 
themselves to achieving this.

This contradiction between intention and policy 
directions is seen even in the kinds of tourism 
products being developed. While the 12th Five Year 
Plan talks of the promotion of rural tourism, recently 
53 mega destinations/circuits have been identified for 
development and promotion in the country.

The Ministry of Tourism has not been known for its 
comprehensive planning and this is again evident in 
the announcement of the Clean India Campaign. 
The caste system, which is perpetuated by birth and 
very often based on occupations is at the root of 
the understanding of cleanliness and hygiene of the 
Indian society. It is the Mahars, Valmikis, Madhiga, 
Mala and several other such dalit communities who 
have historically been forced as cleaners of ‘filth’ in 
our villages and cities (Several studies have shown 
that the city sweepers are largely from these dalit 
communities). Without addressing the caste system, 
a mere awareness of cleanliness of the tourism 
industry is highly insufficient. What would be needed 
is conscientization of the entire society towards the 
issue of hygiene and its linkages with the caste system. 
Without demolishing  the caste system, no amount 
of “awareness” and advertisements  will be successful 
in bringing attitudinal and behaviour change in the 
country.

From the point of view of the tourism industry, 
Community Based Tourism (CBT) has been gaining 
ground. Different and innovative forms of CBT 
are emerging with varying levels of community 
involvement. There is a need to assess these different 
forms and arrive at sustainable models, with true and 
not tokenistic community involvement.

ANNUAL REPORT
2011 -  2012
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From the Indian States
Central India
Religious, Wildlife and Heritage tourism continue to 
be the important forms of tourism. Wildlife tourism 
in particular has been debated widely during the year. 
A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) asking for a ban of 
tourism in core areas of Project Tiger parks, filed in 
the previous financial year gained popularity when the 
petitioner chose to appeal at the Supreme Court when 
an unfavourable order was passed by the Jabalpur 
High Court. This debate gained national proportions 
when the tourism industry impleaded themselves into 
the matter and have backed the government with all 
their might. 

Eastern India
Currently, Odisha is mired in conflicts around harmful 
development like mines and ports. It is fast becoming 
a state known for its forceful land acquisition and 
insensitive attitude  to the rights of local communities. 
This is evident even in tourism. Another example 
in the series that exist in the state is that of a mega 
tourism destination is being planned and implemented 
along the coast spanning 7 kms in length and 4 kms 
in breadth. Prime  coastal land and vegetation is at 
risk due to this. Rights of coastal communities and in 
this case who are also landless have been violated as 
the land being acquired for the project is surplus land 
accumulated during the land reforms of the 60s. These 
ceiling surplus lands should have been distributed 
to the landless, which today is being leased out to 
companies for tourism development. 

The coast in West Bengal continues to see high 
tourism activity. However, the current Chief Minister 
made strong statements against this using the example 
of Mandarmoni. The Calcutta High Court has asked 
that the resorts which have violated the CRZ norms be 
demolished.

Islands
One of the most disturbing issues of tourism highlighted 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands was that of the 
human safaris. The area where the Jarawa tribes live 
has not been opened up for tourism. However, an 
important road cuts through this area, which the tour 
operators have taken advantage of. Buses stop to ‘see’ 
the Jarawa people and food and money are offered 
in exchange of a dance. After constant reports of this 
in the media, the Supreme Court has directed the 
administration to take stringent measures.

The Civil Aviation Ministry, in a bid to boost seaplane 
operation in the country has announced 100% FDI in 
seaplane operation. The Islands are an important site 
for the development of sea plane operations in the 
country.

North India

Himachal Pradesh has been in the news for the 
promotion of tourism in the state. Tourist facilities are 
being developed in several parts of the state including 
in Solan and Sangla. There have been reports that the 
state government sees tourism emerging as a robust 
sector in the state, which will boost its economy. 

The Uttarakhand government is planning on promoting 
ecotourism development in a big way. There is a plan 
to allow tourism through the year in the Char Dhams, 
which was until now open for only 4 months due to 
their ecologically sensitive location.

North-East India
The North East Council (NEC), in 2011 prepared a 
Tourism Master Plan covering all the 8 states. PPPs are 
a predominant element of this master plan. The Plan 
was prepared by Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) and 
there does not seem to have been any consultation 
with the local communities before finalisation.

Currently, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and Assam 
continue to be the forerunners of tourism in the 
region. Manipur which until now saw very little tourism 
development due to the existing political conflict, is 
seeing some development now. The aspiration for 
the government is to promote Village Tourism like 
that of Nagaland. Meghalya is the other state which is 
seeing significant tourism development as there is high 
political backing. Tripura and Mizoram continue to see 
relatively low tourism development. 

However, if the NEC’s Tourism Master Plan is 
implemented, all of this will change. The plans includes 
the development of inter-state circuits and most of 
them mega tourism in nature. 

There has been no change in the status of tourism 
policies in the 8 states. Majority of the states still do not 
have a tourism policy.

South India
The Karnataka government has expressed its intention 
to make tourism as the No.1 economic activity and 
employer in the state. It is aggressively promoting 
the PPP model of investment, and heritage tourism, 
ecotourism and coastal tourism sector have been 
identified as the major investment areas. Gulbarga 
and Shimoga have been identified as cities for airport 
construction under the PPP mode.

Heritage tourism is being promoted in Andhra Pradesh. 
Golf courses, particularly in the Golkonda region is a 
major area of tourism investment. A 200 crore mega 
tourism project has been approved in Vizag. Hyderabad 
is being promoted as a conference destination, on the 
basis of its airport being claimed as the best in the 
country.
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Medical and wellness tourism continue to be key 
tourism products in Kerala. Rural tourism and the 
Responsible Tourism initiative are being promoted 
by the Kerala government. An international airport 
has been planned for Aranmulla. With the budget for 
tourism in the coming year having been increased by 
60%, tourism continues to play a central role in the 
overall development of Kerala.

The Kerala Tourism Policy 2011 (Draft) issued by the 
Department of Tourism, Government of Kerala in 
November 2011 recognises the role of local self 
governing institutions in tourism development. The 
policy also visualises sustainable development through 
involving local panchayat and communities. Both 
these are welcome moves. What needs a perspective 
change is the excessive tourist focus without 
consideration of the impacts on local communities. 
The objectives of the policy seem to be primarily about 
the role and functions of the Department of Tourism 
and the formal sector of the tourism industry while the 
informal sector of the tourism industry that constitutes 
a significant part of the industry and economy has 
been ignored. 

Ecotourism and the opening up of smaller and 
unknown areas to tourism are some of the thrust areas 
for tourism in Tamil Nadu. Forest tourism is also being 
promoted, as also are religious centres in and around 
Madurai. Tourism centred around cultural occasions, 
such as the Pongal festival, is also promoted. 

West India 
In the budgets announced by the Government of 
Goa, there is an increase in the outlay for the tourism 
sector from Rs 95.43 crore last year to Rs 261.30 
crore this year. The government has also  stated that a 
consulting agency will be hired to formulate a tourism 
policy, which will provide a master plan for the sector. 
The government, to promote newer forms of tourism 
in Goa has planned on introducing a Bill on land and 
off-shore casinos. The Goa High Court has taken suo 
moto action to identify CRZ violations.

Tourism and different sections of society

Children
MoT in 2010 launched an initiative on ‘Safe and 
Honourable Tourism’ as a step towards evolving a Code 
of Conduct for all tourism service providers in India. 
As part of this initiative various sensitising workshops 
were held across India to increase awareness on the 
issue of protection of children in tourism and the 
implementation of the S&H Code. 

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 
Education Act has come into force from April 1, 2010. 
According to the Act, the right to education will be 
accorded the same legal status as the right to life as 
provided by Article 21A of the Indian Constitution. 

Though there was hope that the Indian government 
would take this issue seriously and use it as a tool 
to eradicate child labour, in reality the situation of 
children has not changed much. Many states across 
the country have not notified the rules due to which 
funds have not be earmarked for the implementation 
of the Act leaving many children not attending schools 
and going to work.  

According to a report released by Childline India, the 
number of cases of child trafficking, abuse, labour and 
beggary increased during 2011 as compared to 2010. 
The State of the World’s Children Report 2012 released 
by UNICEF finds the majority of the children of the 
world are working, live in slums and face imminent 
eviction or are already living on the streets. 

The National Advisory Council (NAC) has recommended 
that the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 
Act be amended in sync with the Right to Education 
(RTE) Act, promising free and compulsory education 
for children aged between 6 and 14 years and another 
amendment that children till the age of 18 should not 
be employed for hazardous tasks. In January 2012 
Ministry of Labour and Employment government has 
proposed to ban all forms of child labour systems, 
including hazardous and non-hazardous categories. In 
this regard an amendment to Child Labour Prohibition 
Act was proposed and the bill presented in the ensuing 
Budget Session of the Parliament. The Minister stated 
that this was based on a survey conducted by National 
Sample Survey Organisation, where 49 lakh children 
aged below 14 years were found working as child 
labourers in the country. Though this is a serious issue 
the Bill was not presented before the Parliament for 
discussion during the budget session.

Women
During 2011 – 12, there was a focus on economic 
empowerment of women through tourism. It is 
noticed that the Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of 
Textiles and international bodies like UNWTO and UN 
Women have highlighted economic gains for women 
in their respective initiatives. For e.g. MoT continues 
to claim tourism as a source of employment for 
women. Concerted efforts have been put in place 
by the Ministry of Textiles to support requirements 
of women in handicraft sector. UNWTO has initiated 
‘Women in Tourism Empowerment Programme’ 
to establish tourism as a tool to address gender 
inequality. The programme aims to facilitate economic 
empowerment of women by improving employment/ 
entrepreneurship opportunities and facilitate their 
participation in supply chains.    

At national level, National Resource Centre for Women 
has been set up as a main body servicing national and 
state mission authorities to act as a central repository 
for knowledge, information and data related to gender 
issues. Similarly, UNWTO  and UN Women has launched 
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Tourism and Gender Portal with aim to provide global 
forum for exchanging information and ideas.

Some of the major issues related to  women in tourism 
is their objectification in the context of tribal tours, 
situation of women artisans and sexual exploitation. 
There is a trend to promote tribal tours by using women’s 
images in promotional materials. Commodification of 
culture has led to culture being taken out of its context 
and relegating cultural practices to mere tourism 
products. Strategic marketing of handicraft products 
by the government and businessmen have captured 
the market at tourism sites marginalising artisans. It 
has further alienated women artisans who have poor 
accessibility to market and credit.

Increasing rate of violence against women is 
frequently reported in media and substantiated by 
data collected by sources like National Crime Bureau 
Record. Exploitation through sex tourism & prostitution 
continues. To advise on issues relating to trafficking 
for commercial sexual exploitation, Government of 
India has set up a Central Advisory Committee (CAC). 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has released 
funds to the tune of Rs.8.72 crores to all the states for 
establishment of anti-trafficking units.

Issues in Tourism
Governance
The Goa Regional Plan 2021 was announced in 
2011. However communities were not involved in 
its development. The Plan empowers the Panchayat 
Secretary, a government appointed official, to by-pass 
the elected Sarpanch and members of the Gram Sabha 
while executing government orders.  

The Ministry of Panchayati Raj has been exploring 
the option of outsourcing the training programmes 
to suitable private organisations. As a first step in this 
direction, the Ministry has published a Reference 
Guide for Outsourcing PRI Capacity Building & Training 
(CB&T) related activities. Currently, Kerala, Andhra 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, 
Jharkhand, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh have engaged 
the services of Service Providing Agencies (SPAs) for 
undertaking various CB&T activities. 

The national level plan for improving the functioning 
of PRIs has been chalked out in the Roadmap for 
Panchayati Raj (2011-2017). The Roadmap logically 
delineates the issues and specific action plans within 
the larger governance framework for creating an 
effective Panchayati Raj structure.

In 2008, a PIL was filed before the Madras High Court 
popularly referred to as the Elephant Corridor case 
to evict encroachers in the areas identified as the 
elephant corridors. Interestingly, this was a limited 
petition to stop encroachments in the region which, 

in recent years, has witnessed a mushrooming of 
resorts catering to tourism in the region. Within a 
period of two years, the petition took on a completely 
different character as the judges extended its scope 
to conclusively determine the extent of the corridor 
and the identification of land to be acquired within the 
notified area. The expansion of scope would appear 
to be uncharacteristic, given that there is a legislative 
framework, as enacted by the Wildlife Protection Act, 
1972, to deal with such identification and notification. 

In its eagerness to settle the matter, the court 
constituted an expert committee, set strict time lines 
for publication of notices to the affected persons 
and even sought compliance reports on its orders 
from the concerned authorities. The final order of the 
High Court endorsed this government order directing 
resort and other private land owners to vacate and 
handover vacant possession of the lands falling within 
the notified Elephant Corridor, to the District Collector, 
Nilgiri within three months and also simultaneously 
permitted the government of Tamil Nadu to go on with 
the implementation project as notified in G.O.M 125 
dated 31st August 2010.

Against this final order of the division bench of the 
High Court, several appeals have been filed by those 
aggrieved and the matter is now pending adjudication. 
An interim order staying the High Court judgement has 
also been passed.

Ecological Issues
Ecotourism is increasingly being seen as a driver 
for the eradication of poverty through economic 
development of communities. Ecotourism in forest 
areas are primarily located in or around protected 
areas and areas identified as Critical Wildlife Habitats 
including Critical Tiger Habitats, which has resulted in 
opposing interests and conflict between the adivasis, 
the state and other actors. 

The (Draft) Guidelines for Ecotourism in and around 
Protected Areas were issued by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests on 2nd June 2011 and 
comments invited. 

According to the National Action Plan on Climate 
Change (NAPCC), the Green India Mission, being one 
of the eight National Missions on Climate Change, was 
‘launched to enhance ecosystem services including 
carbon sinks to be called Green India.’ 

The Mission has two focused objectives – increasing 
forest cover and density as a whole of the country 
and conserving biodiversity and recommended 
implementation of the already announced Greening 
India Programme. An initial corpus of over Rs.6,000 
crore was earmarked for the programme through 
the Compensatory Afforestation Management and 
Planning Authority (CAMPA) to commence work.
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OUR WORK IN 2011-12

Networking Interventions 
Networking is at the heart of EQUATIONS work. Over 
the last year we continued to network and engage with 
diverse groups and stakeholders who are concerned 
about tourism development and its impacts. We have 
been in solidarity with people’s movements like the 
Narmada Bachao Andolan, the National Alliance of 
Peoples Movements, the National Forum of Forest 
People and Forest Workers, the National Hawkers 
Federation, National Federation of Communities 
Dependant on Natural Resources (NFCDNR), National 
Fishworkers Forum and various other struggles and 
movements linked to land, forest rights, coastal and 
environmental groups and informal sector (vendors). 
Our alliances were with civil society platforms and 
groups on child rights, women’s rights, struggles and 
monitoring groups on IFI’s, forest rights, dams and 
mining, tribal rights, globalisation and trade networks 
in the country.

At the regional level we worked closely with the Centre 
for Responsible Tourism (Goa), Him Niti Abhiyan 
(Himachal Pradesh), NESPON (West Bengal), Orissa 
Jan Andolan Morcha (Odisha), Forum for Indigenous 
Peoples and Action (Manipur), DICE (Nagaland), 
People’s Union of Civil Liberties and Beedhi Vyaparigala 
Hakkotaya Andolana (Karnataka) on addressing tourism 
issues. 

In building awareness on tourism issues with students 
and academics we engaged with  National Institute of 
Tourism and Hospitality Management in Hyderabad 
and Kerala Institute of Tourism and Travel Studies 
(KITTS) in Thiruvananthapuram, Indira Gandhi National 
Open University in New Delhi, and St. Xavier’s College 
in Mumbai.

There were also opportunities to engage with the 
tourism industry. EQUATIONS was invited to give 
sensitization workshops on the Code of Conduct 
for Safe & Honourable Tourism for the travel, trade 
and hotel associations on the protection of children 
from sexual exploitation in tourism and towards 
implementation of the code. 

ACCOR, a large hotel chain, and a signatory of the global 
code asked us to assist them with legal framework for 
providing facilities for children at the construction units 
and mandatory clauses which ACCOR could build into 
the contract they would sign with the construction 
company. 

We have worked in solidarity with international 
organisations. National Fisheries Solidarity Movement 
(NAFSO) and Praja Abhilasha of Sri Lanka whom we 
met in 2011-12, as part of the International Fact Finding 

on the leasing out of 14 islands in Sri Lanka for tourism 
development. They later organised a 10 day workshop 
on Tourism Impact Assessment (TIA) in Negombo. This 
engagement helped in fine-tuning our work on TIA 
and in building good relations with groups in Sri Lanka. 

We have engaged with various central level Ministries 
and state level Departments such as the Ministry of 
Tourism and India Tourism Office (South), Ministry 
for Women and Child Development and Ministry for 
Environment and Forests. We have continued our 
engagement  with the Planning Commission by being 
a member of the Working Group on Tourism (WGT) 
for the 12th Five Year Plan. We have engaged with the 
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) and with the Karnataka State Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights. We have engaged 
with Department of Tourism, Kerala and Goa on Zero 
Tolerance on Child Abuse campaign. 

In the last year we also engaged with UNESCO on 
issues of heritage sites, intangible heritage, culture and 
tourism and the situation in Hampi post the demolitions 
on the main bazaar street.  

National 
EQUATIONS participated at the National Consultation 
on Traditional Communities, Livelihood Rights and 
Need for Movement Alliances – Commons, Resources, 
Rights and Livelihoods in June 2011, Banjar, Himachal 
Pradesh. This consultation brought together grassroots 
movements – to debate on the changing movement 
identities, community leadership, strategies for struggle 
& creative means of engagements/ negotiations 
with the State. The consultation culminated with the 
formation of a Federation of Natural Resource Based 
Working Peoples Organisation, which was formally 
launched in December 2011. EQUATIONS role as a 
support group to the movements on tourism issues 
was recognised.  

National Consultation on Commons, Resources, Rights and 
Livelihoods, Banjar
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We participated in Sangarsh 2011 - National Action 
against Forced Displacement Land Grab and for 
Community Control over Natural Resources & 
Livelihood Rights in August 2011, New Delhi. The 
3-day sit-in aimed at resisting forced displacement and 
land acquisitions across the country, demanding for a 
comprehensive legislation on development planning 
and bringing new thinking on the land use pattern 
to meet the growing food demand, development 
needs and securing livelihood rights of millions of 
poor people. Another objective was to advocate with 
the Central Government and planning bodies like the 
Planning Commission important changes to the Land 
Acquisition and Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill 
(draft), such that it takes into account the interests 
of marginalised communities. The draft tabled in the 
Parliament included tourism as a sector within the 
definition of ‘Public Purpose’. This made it important 
that EQUATIONS be involved in the specific series of 
events. 

On the 12th plan process as well we have had a fairly 
intensive engagement with the MoT on areas of rural 
tourism, ecotourism, heritage & culture tourism and 
sustainable tourism.   

Due to a sustained engagement with the Planning 
Commission in the past, EQUATIONS was invited to be 
a member of the WGT for the 12th Plan. Our rationale 
to be part of this process was to influence the planning 
processes and include critical perspectives on tourism. 
We have been part of various meetings of the WGT and 
chose to be in the sub-group on Sustainable Tourism, 
Rural Tourism, Ecotourism and Heritage Tourism. We 
have given inputs on each of the specific areas of the 
sub-group and took the responsibility for writing the 
section on rural tourism. Most of our inputs on rural 
tourism and fewer on the other areas have been taken 
into account in the Final Report of the Working Group 
on Tourism for 12th Five Year Plan. This engagement 
gave insights into how the macro planning process 
functions and what are the possibilities, in order to 
strategise future interventions. 

Work on documenting the various models of 
Community Based Tourism (CBT) has been initiated 
with field visits to 4 villages in Nagaland, 1 in Arunachal 
Pradesh and 1 in Karnataka.

Central India
This year we took forward the work initiated in 2010-
2011 on forests, communities and tourism. We wrote 
an approach  paper on the issue, building 2 more 
case studies (Kanha and Satpura National Parks) in 
Madhya Pradesh and tracking ecotourism policies and 
practices in the country and especially in the context 
of central India. One of the outcomes of repeated 
visits to Madhya Pradesh and work in the forest 
areas is that journalists and representatives of other 
organisations have got in touch with us both to access 
information as well as to understand our perspective 
on issues of forests and tourism. The strategy formed 
for addressing tourism issues in forest areas, was to 
conduct studies in relevant areas and follow this with a 
consultation so  that the findings could be shared and 
strategies evolved together to counter the negative 
tourism developments. During the field visits it was felt 
that much more active dissemination and localised 
dialogues would need to precede the consultation so 
that the forest peoples groups are able to collectively 
formulate a state level strategy.

People’s Protest- Sangarsh 2011, New Delhi

EQUATIONS was invited to speak at the National 
Consultation on Community Management of Forests’ 
organised by the Council for Social Development and 
National Forum for Forest People and Forest Workers 
(NFFPFW) in November 2011 at New Delhi, and was 
attended by forest movements from across the country. 
We spoke on the Status of The Scheduled Tribes 
and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 
of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA) in Protected areas. 
This meeting was a space for us to bring the issue of 
tourism into the discussion of forest rights in protected 
areas and also a space to share findings of our current 
work on forests, communities and tourism.

Our engagement with the MoT through meetings on 
various issues, regularly sending them our publications 
has paid off. During a meeting on the 12th Plan for 
Tourism, the Secretary Tourism made a special 
reference about referring to our work on envisioning 
tourism as well as recommending to tourism industry 
associations our work on corporate accountability. 
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A field visit to the site of the proposed Shamuka 
Tourism Project area was conducted in June 2011 
where people from all 7 villages met. This was with 
the Orissa Jan Andolan Morcha (OJAM). The objective 
of the visit was to understand the ground reality there 
and to strategise on how to address the issue. At the 
end of the visit, a meeting of civil society organisations 
in Bhubaneshwar and Cuttack was organised where 
a future plan of action was prepared. An important 
learning of the visit was that there is a great need for 
the politicisation of tourism itself and for people to 
take the issue more seriously than it is currently taken. 
EQUATIONS has prepared a pamphlet highlighting 
the potential problems if the project were to be 
completed which has been taken up by OJAM and 
widely disseminated. OJAM reports that there has 
been a significant change in the way people view the 
project today and the mobilisation against this project 
has gained strength. A subsequent visit made in March 
2012 has strengthened the working relationship 
between OJAM and EQUATIONS. Another upcoming 
destination – the Bhitarkanika National Park was also 
visited in March 2012. 

Growing tourism development in Bhitarkanika National Park, 
Odisha

The year 2011-12 focussed on the Sundarbans and 
North Bengal. The Sundarbans Affairs Department had 
been granted a Non-Loan Technical Assistance by the 
World Bank in 2009 for preparing a plan document 
for development of the Sundarbans region. We 
had received news that the report would be out by 
December 2011, the response to which would have 
been the major part of our work in the Sundarbans. 
However even in March 2012, the report was not made 
public and its status not known. 

Site of the controversial, Shamuka Tourism Project, Odisha

Tourism Industry greedy for land, Buffer Area, Satpura Tiger 
Reserve, Madhya Pradesh

Networking visits to some organisations in Madhya 
Pradesh has resulted in a collaborative study being 
jointly planned, resourced and implemented by 
EQUATIONS and Vikas Samvad, a Bhopal based 
organisation.  

One of EQUATIONS’ partner organisations in 
Chhattisgarh sent one of their staff to EQUATIONS to 
be trained on tourism issues and impacts, who spent a 
week learning the layers and complexities of the issue.

Eastern India
Last year there were some potent developments in 
the Shamuka Tourism Project, a mega tourism project 
in Odisha. The project which is to be located on 
3000 acres and expected to cost approximately Rs. 
3500 crores, is currently covered with prime coastal 
vegetation which is a source of income for the 7 
villages bordering the project area. These villages are 
largely populated by landless communities, thereby 
increasing the importance of this common property 
resource. 
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Waste from a hotel being burned in the open in Darjeeling, 
West Bengal

Work initiated last year on Community Based Tourism 
in North Bengal was furthered by the local organisation, 
NESPON. We helped finalise the proposal which would 
be submitted under the Rural Tourism Scheme of 
the Ministry of Tourism. EQUATIONS will be involved 
in helping with the governance and benefit sharing 
aspect of the work.

Islands
There were no activities planned in the Islands due 
to shortage of programme staff. Tracking of news 
continues. An intern initiated work on Cruise Tourism 
during the year and as part of this travel to Lakshadweep 
to understand impacts of cruises on the people of 
the island was planned. This however could not be 
conducted due to cancellation of the cruise owing to 
bad weather. 

North India
The discussion, debate and practice of ecotourism 
has been gaining ground in Himachal Pradesh and a 
revised ecotourism policy was announced in 2005. To 
have a better sense of the implementation of the policy, 
we visited the Great Himalayan National Park (GHNP), 
an important ecotourism destination in the state and 
also met with Forest and Tourism Department officials. 
During this visit we had an opportunity to meet the 

local community who are involved in tourism – to get 
their views and perceptions on the tourism situation in 
the Tirthan valley. 

An outcome of this visit was to work towards a people’s 
vision for tourism. The strategy was to organise many 
local level consultations at tourism destinations that 
would then culminate in a State level consultation. Five 
local level consultations were jointly organised by Him 
Niti Abhiyan (HNA) and EQUATIONS at Banjar, Haripur, 
Baijnath, Sahoo and Macleodganj between January 
and March 2012. Two more local level consultations 
will be organised in Reckong Peo and Shimla and the 
state level consultation in Shimla mid 2012.

Workshop on People’s Vision for Tourism, Baijnath, Himachal 
Pradesh

Workshop on People’s Vision for Tourism, Sahoo, Himachal 
Pradesh

The consultations have been a space for the 
participants (people engaged in and impacted by 
tourism, Panchayat members, representatives from 
movements/ CSOs as well as researchers) to share 
their experiences - aspirations, realities and challenges 
of tourism development and impacts on the region.

Tourism in the Ladakh region has been fast picking up 
pace. During the tourist season while the community 
benefits, they also face numerous problems– traffic 
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jams, rise in vegetable prices, water problems and 
rampant construction activity. It is for these reasons, 
we felt it was important to do an in-depth study of 
tourism impacts in the region. We visited Leh to identify 
partners with whom a joint proposal can be submitted. 
We have shared this idea with local organisations who 
are happy to collaborate. During this visit we were also 
able to meet with the tour operators association, with 
monks and with members of the local community to 
understand their perception of tourism development 
in the region. 

A base paper through secondary research on Tourism, 
Forests and People in Uttarakhand will help to take 
forward field work in the coming year in Uttarakhand 
on Forests, Communities and Tourism.

EQUATIONS was invited to participate and share our 
experiences and conceptual frameworks during the 
workshop on ‘Tourism for Livelihood Promotion and 
Conservation’ in November 2011 organised under 
the Kailas Sacred Landscape Conservation Initiative, a 
programme facilitated by the International Centre for 
Integrated Mountain Development and United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). Our rationale to 
participate was to  build and strengthen contacts as 
well as input into the planning process for tourism in 
the region of Mount Kailas. Our primary contribution 
was towards the vision for tourism for the region and 
the introduction of the concept of Tourism Impact 
Assessment (TIA). We were also able to link Mountain 
Shepherds Initiative to this larger group. This space 
provided us an opportunity to link with community 
based tourism implementers, civil society organisations 
as well government officials. 

Workshop on Tourism for Livelihood Promotion and 
Conservation Kailas Sacred Landscape Conservation 
Initiative, Uttarakhand

North-East India
EQUATIONS undertook a field visit to Manipur, 
Nagaland, Meghalya and Guwahati in May 2011. 
The objectives for the visit were to build networking 
relationships with regional groups & organisations and 
to document CBT initiatives in Nagaland. 

Rural Tourism at Village Tuophema, Nagaland

EQUATIONS has until now built strong working 
relationships with a regional network as well as 
attempted to build relationships with other NGOs. 
We also met with educational institutions like Indian 
Institute of Technology and Tata Institute of Social 
Science (TISS) to explore areas of collaboration. The 
visit has had a positive impact, with our network 
partners who have become more conscious of tourism 
developments in their region and are also intervening 
at their level. 

A meeting of civil society organisations was organised 
by Forum for Indigenous Peoples and Action (FIPA) 
and EQUATIONS on the theme of ‘Critical Aspects of 
Tourism’. About 42 people representing organisations 
from across the state attended the meeting. Two 
elders from Khonoma Green Village, Nagaland were 
invited to the meeting to share their experiences. 

A second field visit was undertaken to Arunachal 
Pradesh to explore and meet with few organisation 
who may have an interest in tourism issues. 
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Local resistance to the extension of the airstrip in Ziro, 
Arunachal Pradesh

One of EQUATIONS’ partner organisations in Nagaland 
sent one of their staff to EQUATIONS to be trained 
on tourism issues and impacts. She spent ten days 
learning the layers and complexities of the issue and 
has since been actively in touch with us on studying 
tourism impacts in Nagaland. 

Community Based Tourism at Riphyim Village, Wokha 
District, Nagaland

EQUATIONS continued trying to raise specific 
resources for work in the north eastern region of India. 
However, we decided that it would be important to 
simultaneously start research in the region so as to 
build a body of work on tourism in the region, on 
which much has not been studied. Towards this end, 
an external researcher is studying tourism impacts in 
two destinations in Meghalaya. 

A dam is coming up on the river Mapithel at the 
Chadong village in Manipur. EQUATIONS had received 
an invitation from FIPA to speak on the issue of CBT to 
the people who will be displaced. The communities 
wanted to explore CBT as an alternate livelihood option 
given that much of their agricultural land would be 
submerged by the dam. A meeting was held with about 
30 people from 6 villages at which the elders from the 
Khonoma Green Village also shared their experiences. 
Based on our past work on the Endogenous Tourism 

Project, EQUATIONS presented on the overall process 
of setting up a CBT enterprise as well as its pros and 
cons.

Community Meeting on CBT at Chadong Village, Mapithel 
Valley, Manipur

South India

Andhra Pradesh 
In April 2011, EQUATIONS participated at the state 
level consultation organised by Fisherman Youth 
Welfare Association (FYWA) in Visakhapatnam on 
CRZ Notification 2011. We presented on the issues of 
tourism and an analysis of the Notification. We also 
undertook a field visit to Visakhapatnam, Rishikonda 
and Bheemunipatnam to understand the CRZ 
violations by the tourism industry. Studying tourism on 
the coasts in all the states is a priority for us, and in this 
context and given FYWA’s experience on coastal issues 
and tracking violations, we will explore the possibility 
of further collaboration with FYWA. 

State Level consultation on CRZ Violation in Visakhapatnam, 
Andhra Pradesh

In November 2011, EQUATIONS was invited to speak at 
a conference on ‘Hospitality and Tourism: Responsible 
Tourism’ organized by the National Institute of Tourism 
and Hospitality Management (NITHM) in Hyderabad. 
We made a presentation – Envisioning India’s Tourism 
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Policy – Our Vision for Tourism. This gave us an 
opportunity to network with people from academic 
institutions, and to explore the possibilities of engaging 
and working with youth. NITHM has expressed interest 
in working with us on redesigning their curriculum. 

Karnataka  
In August 2011, EQUATIONS undertook an investigation 
to study the sudden illegal eviction and demolition 
that took place at Hampi Bazaar in July 2011. Close 
to 200 families living on the Bazaar Street for the past 

the state. EQUATIONS sent inputs from the tourism 
perspective.

In November 2011, EQUATIONS, in collaboration 
with Save the Western Ghats movement, Prakruti, 
Keystone Foundation, Spice Route Souharda Sahakari, 
co-organised a workshop on ‘Sustainable Tourism in 
the Western Ghats’, in Sirsi. The aim of the workshop 
was to share ground realities and current experience 
of tourism in the Western Ghats and develop a vision 
for tourism in the Western Ghats. The workshop was 
attended by 38 people representing various kinds of 
organisations. They shared their experiences, thoughts 
and ideas about tourism and agreed that for tourism to 
be sustainable, it should not be in conflict with the local 
environment, people and their cultures and should be 
beneficial to the local communities in the long run. At 
the end of the workshop, a draft Sirsi Declaration on 
tourism in the Western Ghats was presented, the final 
version of which was announced in February 2012.

40 – 50 years were dependent on tourism and tourism 
related activities, and suffered great losses because of 
this demolition. EQUATIONS in association with the 
groups from Hampi organised a civil society meeting 
in Bengaluru and initiated a campaign condemning the 
approach of the Karnataka government. We demanded 
that a commission of enquiry be constituted to review 
the sequence of events and take action as appropriate. 
As a response to the campaign, the Ministry of 
Rural Development, sent a letter to the Principal 
Secretary, Revenue, Survey & Settlement Department, 
Government of Karnataka to take appropriate action.

Demolition and Eviction at Hampi bazaar, Karnataka

We facilitated a meeting of the people from Hampi 
with Alternative Law Forum (ALF), a lawyers collective 
based in Bengaluru, on the legal course of action that 
the people of Hampi should take. ALF advised that they 
implead in the case, and agreed to represent them in 
the court. Our engagement helped mobilise people 
from different socio-economic backgrounds in the 
Hampi bazaar. In December 2011 the court ordered 
that rehabilitation be provided for all the affected 
people in Kaddiramapura, 4 kms away from the Hampi 
Bazaar.  

In August 2011, EQUATIONS participated in a public 
workshop on land acquisition, land alienation and 
rehabilitation processes in Karnataka to comment 
on the draft Land Acquisition Resettlement and 
Rehabilitation Bill organised by National Alliance of 
Peoples’ Movements (NAPM) and Peoples Union for 
Civil Liberties (PUCL) in Bengaluru. As a follow up to 
this workshop, a regional consultation in Karnataka 
was planned to receive critiques on the Bill from across 
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Community based tourism initiative, Hulgol, Karnataka

Workshop on Sustainable Tourism in the Western Ghats, Sirsi, 
Karnataka

In February 2012, EQUATIONS was invited by Jungle 
Lodges and Resorts (JLR) to conduct a capacity building 
session for Indian Forestry Services (IFS) officers on 
ecotourism. Since the audience was a group of IFS 
officers from across the country, it provided us with an 
opportunity to network with policy makers of varied 
seniority and with JLR. We presented our paper on 
Forests, Communities and Ecotourism, which triggered 
a lively and heated debate. JLR is open to inviting us 
again for other similar capacity building sessions, and 
expressed interest in EQUATIONS documenting and 
critically analysing the JLR model of ecotourism.

In March 2012, EQUATIONS was invited to be part of 
a fact finding to investigate the episodes of violence 
that took place on 2nd March 2012 on the advocates by 
the police at the Bangalore City Civil Court complex 
and to assess the role of the media in this. The fact 
finding was under the aegis of the People’s Union 
of Civil Liberties (PUCL). As a part of the fact finding 
several representatives of all three groups over a 
period of a week were met thereby getting an in-depth 
understanding of the issues and events. Some of the 
important elements in the recommendations were 
around police reforms that are needed to make them 
more humane. Recommendations were also made 
to the lawyer and media associations on their attitude 
and conduct through the report. 

Last year, we had planned to undertake a study on 
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) violations. During the 
planning process, we decided to widen the scope of the 
study to do one on tourism on the coasts as tourism in 
coastal regions are being incentivised by encouraging 
major investments for tourism infrastructure, relaxing 
CRZ norms and overlooking violations. A detailed 
study of tourism development along the coasts and its 
impacts was initiated at four sites in Karnataka – Ullal, 
Malpe, Gokarna and Marvanthe. 
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In March 2012, the Minister of Forests, Government 
of Karnataka during a visit to MM Hills, Chamrajnagar 
district, took a unilateral and arbitrary decision to burn 
down the many cattle pens that belonged to the 
Bedagampana community on the grounds that they 
were encroachers but who in actuality have lived there 
for the past 700 years. As MM Hills is an important 
destination for pilgrimage, we participated in a protest 

march organised by Bedagampana Hitarakshana 
Samiti against this gruesome act.

In continuation with our engagement with People’s 
Campaign for Right to Water in Karnataka we 
contributed significantly by helping with secondary 
research, participating in several state-level meetings 
and by being part of the protests against the World 
Water Summit organised in Bengaluru.

A typical scene of garbage on Ullal Beach, Mangalore, Karnataka

March against World Water Summit, Bangalore, Karnataka
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Kerala 
In June 2011, EQUATIONS presented at the 
International Symposium on Tourism and Livelihood 
organised by Kerala Tourism Department and Kerala 
Institute of Tourism and Travel Studies (KITTS) at 
Thiruvananthapuram. We spoke on the economic 
impacts of tourism, giving examples from rural tourism. 
At the symposium we got an opportunity to network 
with groups and individuals and to influence their 
views and concerns on employment and livelihoods. 
We were also able to touch upon the concept of a TIA.

In November 2011, we critiqued the Draft Kerala 
Tourism Policy 2011, issued by the Department of 
Tourism, Government of Kerala. We found there were 
some elements of the policy which were noteworthy, 
such as the recognition of the role of Local Self 
Governing Institutions (LSGIs) in tourism development, 
and the vision for sustainable development through 
Panchayats and local communities. However, the 
mission and objectives did not align themselves with 
the stated vision. We pointed out that it was important 
to take into account the learnings of the Responsible 
Tourism (RT) initiative before formulating plans for RT 
in other destinations. We also urged the Department of 
Tourism to declare Kerala as a Zero Tolerance Zone for 
abuse in tourism - particularly child abuse. 

We met the Joint Director, Department of Tourism. 
He mentioned that the 2nd phase of the RT initiative 
was launched in February 2012. We realised that 
this phase did not have a clearly defined role for 
CSOs. The evaluation report on the RT initiative 
is also not in the public domain. A follow up on 
both aspects will be taken up in the coming year.  
 
Tamil Nadu 
In January 2012, we were invited by The Institute 
of Development Research and Corporate Ethics, 
Mamallapuram to address a group of students from 
Gangsatra Gymnasium, Lidingo, Sweden. We made 
a presentation on critical issues in tourism, and were 
able to influence their thinking and build awareness on 
the subject. The students undertook a field visit as well.

A market research and consultancy group based 
in Chennai that we have associated with in the past 
contacted us for material and perspectives for vision 
and planning document commissioned by the 
Confederation of Indian Industries, South for Tourism 
development in the Madurai region.

West India 
The Centre for Responsible Tourism (CRT) organised 
the Theology of Tourism course at Institute Mater 
Dei for a group of 18 nuns who are in their 2nd year of 
Theological studies. The course was conducted in 2 
phases in November and December 2011 for 9 days 
covering aspects of theological reflections each day 

followed by sessions on Tourism Impact Assessment, 
Transformative tourism, Child Rights in Tourism, 
Women in Tourism, Workers and Tourism, Tourism 
and Ecology, and a Vision/ Mission and Strategy for 
Tourism in India -  Challenges and responsibilities for 
the church. The sessions were supplemented by films, 
group exercises and field visits. The rationale for us to 
engage in this process was to widen the debate on 
tourism, its impacts and assessment and to work with 
CRT in influencing the Church to inculcate critical 
thinking on tourism amongst seminarians and nuns. 

EQUATIONS was invited by the Maharashtra Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry & Agriculture to contribute 
an article on the Souvenir they are planning to bring 
out when organizing the Konkan Tourism Conclave 
in Sindhudurg. We contributed our paper on Forests, 
Communities and Ecotourism. 

With tourism developments becoming visible in 
the Kevadia region, we were requested by Narmada 
Bachao Andolan (NBA) to visit the site and review 
the current situation and plan common strategies of 
moving forward. While tourism activity has definitely 
increased the local community have little knowledge 
on the plans, impacts as well on the functioning of 
the Kevadia Area Development Authority. To collect 
information on tourism, RTI applications will be filed. 

International Interventions 
Peace Tourism International Working Group
Last year EQUATIONS had submitted a chapter ‘Of 
People and Places: Tourism’s role in conflict and peace 
in India’ for a book that aims to influence policy on the 
subject of tourism, peace and conflict. The chapter 
went through a peer review round and is now in the 
final phase of editing.  

Asia Pacific Research Network (APRN)
EQUATIONS had committed to contributing a study on 
Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) in India with a focus 
on tourism. We shared with the group our paper based 
on secondary research ‘Whither Governance - Public 
Private Partnership in Tourism as well as EQUATIONS’ 
Response to the (Draft) National PPP Policy, 2011 
(details in EIT programme). We were invited to 
participate at the Conference Workshop on Rio+20 in 
August 2011 being organised by Reality of Aid, APRN, 
and Ibon International as well as to attend the General 
Council Meeting. We were however unable to attend 
due to prior commitments and short notice of these 
international meetings. 

Tourism Impact Assessment, Sri Lanka
EQUATIONS was part of an International Fact Finding 
team which conducted a fact finding on the leasing 
out of 14 islands in Sri Lanka for tourism development 
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in February 2011. During the fact finding, the local 
organisation NAFSO had evinced interest in being 
trained in conducting a TIA which materialised in 
February 2012. NAFSO and Praja Abhilasha organised 
a 10 day TIA workshop in Negombo. The workshop 
had 16 participants representing 12 organisations. 
The main themes covered during the workshop were 
perspectives in tourism – tourism impacts, research 
methodology, conducting a TIA, field visits to 2 sites 
(Lewis Place and Poruthota) and working on the 
research report. Our engagement was aimed to express 
south-south solidarity on the issue of tourism and its 
impacts, and to help build capacities of organisations 
to monitor tourism development in Sri Lanka, which is 
focusing heavily on tourism post the war. We also had 
the opportunity to learn about and visit the site of an 
inspiring sea plane campaign in Negombo lagoon that 
was organised by several civil society organisations. 
This engagement helped in fine-tuning our work on 
the TIA and to build relations with groups in Sri Lanka. 

Tourism Impact Assessment Workshop, Negombo, Sri Lanka

Rio+ 20 and COP 11

EQUATIONS has been in touch with Tourism Watch, 
the Ecumenical Coalition on tourism (ECOT), and 
Global Forest Coalition (GFC) to explore possibilities 
for collaborative events during Rio +20 in June 2012 
and COP 11 in October 2012.    

UNCTAD XIII
The 13th United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD XIII) will take place in Doha 
in April 2012. EQUATIONS was invited by IBON to 
participate in the Civil Society Forum that will provide 
an opportunity for participating CSOs to discuss and 
formulate their views on the agenda of ‘Development-
centred globalization: Towards inclusive and 
sustainable growth and development’. This would have 
been an important opportunity for us to raise issues 
on tourism at that platform and to connect with other 
international groups. We will however not be able to 
participate as the time to confirm our participation was 
extremely short. We will track current developments 
on the UNCTAD XIII and explore ways of engaging in 
the next round early on.     

Interventions Along Thematic 
Lines 
Child and Tourism
Between September 2011 and March 2012, India 
Tourism Office, South invited us as the resource person 
for 3 workshops on the Safe and Honourable S&H 
Code for the travel, trade and hotel associations with 
the objective to build awareness and implementation 
of the S&H code and on the situation of sexual 
exploitation of children in India.  

In September 2011, MoT invited us for a national 
workshop for the implementation of S&H code at 
New Delhi. There were around 80 participants from 
hotel, travel and trade associations from New Delhi 
who shared their willingness to implement the code. 
We reiterated and advocated for inter-departmental 
collaboration, encouraging an effective response 
mechanisms and strategies for monitoring and 
encourage effective implementation of the code.

Tourism Impact Assessment Workshop, Negombo, Sri Lanka 
- small group discussion
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National Workshop for Implementation of S&H Code, 
Ministry of Tourism, New Delhi

EQUATIONS undertook preliminary case studies of 
children working in eateries / restaurants in Bengaluru 
to understand the implementation of the Notification 
on 1st August 2006 by banning employment of children 
in roadside eateries, teashops, restaurants, hotels 
etc and categorizing it as hazardous work under the 
Child Labour Act. This has served as the basis of our 
conceptualizing further research. 

In October 2011, we wrote a joint proposal with Vikas 
Samvad, Madhya Pradesh, (an organisation working on 
issues of human rights) to undertake a joint study on 
status of children in tourism in Madhya Pradesh. The 
focus of the study will be on child sexual exploitation and 
child labour in tourism, investigating the occurrence of 
these in lodges, hotels, parks at Khajuraho, Ujjain and 
Kanha. This research is supported by Child Rights and 
You (CRY). 

A draft paper based on secondary research on tourist 
police and functioning of the Child Line service in India 
was developed by an intern. 

In December 2011, EQUATIONS participated in a 
workshop on child sexual exploitation & Protection 
of Children organised by Jan Ugahi & CRT in Goa. 
This workshop was to get various perspectives on the 
Sexual Violence Against Children Bill which is pending 
before the parliamentary standing committee. As 
an outcome of the workshop a report based on 
the suggestion from the participants on the Bill was 
submitted to Parliamentary Standing Committee, 
Ministry of Women and Child Development and the 
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR). 

In November 2011, EQUATIONS participated in a round 
table conference on protection and promotion of 
child rights organised by Karnataka State Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights (KSCPCR), the Centre 
for Child and the Law, National Law School of India 
University (CCL - NLSIU), Bangalore and UNICEF. This 
conference was towards facilitating an exchange 

and sharing of experiences and to identify areas that 
requires concerted action from concerned State 
departments and identify complementary roles for the 
KSCPCR, civil society and the State Government. 

To pursue our goal that Kerala becomes a child abuse 
free zone in tourism, EQUATIONS has constantly 
engaged and advocated with the Department of 
Tourism (DoT), Kerala. In March 2012 we visited 
Trivandrum to know the status of implementation 
of the NCPCR directions, during which we realised 
that none of the departments have taken initiative  to 
follow NCPCR directions. This will be taken up in the 
following year as an area of advocacy. 

Continuing our engagement with CSOs in reviewing 
and reporting on the Optional Protocol to UNCRC, 
EQUATIONS participated at the Consultation on 
“Review on 3rd and 4th India Country Report to UN 
on Implementation of Child Rights” in January 2012 
organized by Child Rights Trust in Bengaluru. MWCD 
had submitted its 3rd and 4th combined country report 
on implementation of CRC commitments in the 
country, as well on the two optional protocols to the 
UN Child Rights Committee. For the past 3 years, 
CSOs have been in a process of writing a National 
NGO CRC Report, to which EQUATIONS has given its 
inputs reiterating tourism’s impacts on children and 
discussing mechanisms that need to be in place to 
protect children. The resulting report was submitted to 
provide inputs to the national NGO report which was 
submitted to UNCRC. 

ACCOR, a large hotel chain, is a signatory of the global 
code (Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism). In 
February 2012 ACCOR requested EQUATIONS to 
assist them with a legal framework for providing 
facilities for children at the construction units and 
mandatory clauses to be included in the contract 
with the Construction Company, as they noticed that 
many children were accompanying their parents to 
the construction site. We contacted Alternative Law 
Forum & Mobile Creches who work on these issues 
to get their inputs. A legal framework was developed, 
which ACCOR can build into the contract they sign 
with the construction company. 

In November 2011, EQUATIONS participated in the 
5th ECPAT (End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography 
and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes) 
International Assembly in Paris where we presented 
our work on the issue of children in India with a focus 
on the male child sexual exploitation and the advocacy 
efforts and developments post the study. 

EQUATIONS significantly contributed into the 2nd 
edition of the Global Monitoring Reports on the 
status of commercial sexual exploitation of children 
developed by ECPAT International. The Agenda for 
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Action report is an effective advocacy tool which 
provides a detailed framework and categories of 
actions to be taken by government in partnership 
with CSO’s and other relevant actors for combating 
commercial sexual crimes against children. 

In November 2011, EQUATIONS and ECPAT 
International submitted a report as a part of the 
stakeholders inputs to the Universal Periodic Review, 
a UN process for reviewing status of human rights 
in its Member States. The key concerns raised by 
EQUATIONS through our submission is that India 
needs to ratify the ILO Convention on the Worst 
Forms of Child Labour  and The Minimum Age 
Convention. Other recommendations include the 
need for the domestic legal framework to be brought 
in line with international standards to better provide 
legal protection for children throughout the country, 
as current laws fail to provide adequate definitions 
of child prostitution, child pornography and child 
trafficking and does not appropriately criminalise 
activities committed by offenders in relation to those 
crimes.

In July 2011, EQUATIONS in collaboration with CRG 
and CRT co-organised a state level consultation 
on ‘Protecting Children in Tourism: Role of the Goa 
Children’s Act in Panjim’. This consultation marked the 
completion of 8 years of the Goa Children’s Act 2003. 
It took stock of experiences and implementation of the 
Goa Children’s Act 2003, the mechanisms under the 
Act and Status of the Rules. A wide range for participants 
from child rights organizations, law enforcing 
agencies, academicians, lawyers, Department of 
Women and Child development, Tourism, Labour 
from Goa attended the consultation. An outcome 
was the Department of Women and Child committing 
to display billboards around Goa, working towards 
declaring the state “Zero tolerance for exploitation 
of children in tourism in Goa” and encouraging inter-
department collaboration on the issue. In August 2011, 
a follow up meeting with partners was held towards 
developing a plan of action. The media covered the 
consultation widely.

On Protecting Children in Tourism: Role of the Goa Children’s 
Act , Goa

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism 

EQUATIONS submitted its paper on Forests, 
Communities and Ecotourism to the Indian Forestry 
Congress (IFC). The paper explores ecotourism 
trends and debates in the country drawing examples 
from extensive field visits to Dalma, Betla, Tadoba, 
Panna, Bandhavgarh, Kanha and Pench and set the 
arguments within the policy and legislative framework. 
EQUATIONS also attended the Congress, though 
we were unable to present the paper due to prior 
engagements. During the IFC we were able to renew 
contact with Director, Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism 
Development Board (MPEDB).

Airstrip near Mukki Gate, Kanha National Park used by high-
end tourists, Madhya Pradesh

EQUATIONS was sent a copy of the pre-draft Guidelines 
for Forest and Wildlife Tourism to send in our comments 
and suggestions. Most of our suggestions were taken 
into account when the draft guidelines were issued 
by the MoEF on  2nd June, 2011. A formal round of 
comments were invited by 30th June, 2011. Through 
iterative and detailed comments and documentation, 
we have recommended that the Ministry recognise the 
primacy of the Gram Sabha and the various committees 
formed under FRA in forest governance. A proposed 
structure for the guidelines, a note highlighting the 
realities of ecotourism in the context of conservation 
and livelihoods form important parts of the documents. 
Before sending our comments to MoEF we shared our 
work with our network partners inviting them to send 



19

us their comments so as to strengthen the critique. 
The guidelines are still in the draft form.

In May 2011, we undertook a field visit to study 
green practices followed by resorts and hotels in the 
periphery of the Nagarhole National Park. Additionally, 
GPS data collected and GIS mapping done. One more 
visit to seek the view of Panchayat representatives and 
members of the local community is to be conducted, 
based on which the report will be finalised in the 
coming year.

EQUATIONS started desk research on cruise tourism 
in India with the help of an intern. The research points 
to gaps in information in the public realm especially on 
the impacts of cruise tourism in India. To strengthen 
the study we planned to undertake a field trip to 
Kadmat Island in Lakshadweep by a cruise to study 
the social-cultural, environmental and economical 
impacts of cruise tourism in India. Unfortunately visit 
was cancelled due to bad weather. This paper is based 
on secondary research. The voices of the community 
and government still need to be incorporated before 
finalisation.  

 

Violation of CRZ by hotels in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

In June 2011, EQUATIONS was invited to participate 
in a Workshop to ensure Fishworkers Participation in 
Implementation of CRZ 2011, in Chennai. We advocated 
for a coastal legislation and explored possibilities of 
linking with organizations to take forward work on 
tourism on the coasts.   

In July 2011, EQUATIONS was invited to participate 
in a workshop in Goa on CRZ, climate policy and the 
role of IFIs organised by National Fishworkers Forum 
(NFF) and to make an input in the session on Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). We made a presentation 
drawing on references from four different tourism 
projects. At the end of this meeting, EQUATIONS was 
requested to write a position paper on tourism in the 
coasts. A draft of this was submitted to NFF.

CRZ, Climate Policy and the role of International Financial 
Institutions, Goa.
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The Federation of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FKCCI), in association with the 
Departments of Industries and Commerce and 
Infrastructure, Government of Karnataka and the 
NRI Forum, Karnataka organised a coastal business 
development summit in January 2012, in Mangalore. 
A session was dedicated to tourism. Participation gave 
us a window into the thought processes of the industry 
and the government particularly  the ease with which 
rules and regulations were regarded as malleable.

EQUATIONS was requested to submit a proposal 
to organise and facilitate a 3 hour event at Student 
Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS) 
scheduled to be held be in August 2012 at Bangalore. 
We propose to have a Panel discussion on ecotourism 
and conservation that assesses the practice of 
ecotourism in India in the context of policy from the 
perspective of different stakeholders. 

Reducing Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) 
through Addressing Underlying Causes supported by 
Global Forest Coalition (GFC). A policy brief on the 
‘Green India Mission (GIM): India’s REDD+ Action Plan’ 
which dis-empowers and evicts forest communities 
from their own homelands and a film documenting two 
traditional forms of community rights, governance and 
the struggle of the forest villagers towards achieving 
community forest governance were prepared by 
NFFPFW. 

Regional consultations on REDD+ and GIM were also 
jointly organised by NFFPFW and EQUATIONS to share 
information and make more communities and groups 
aware of the issues of REDD+ and GIM and to plan and 
strategise a campaign to counter these developments.

The Darjeeling consultation had participants coming 
from 8 north and north-eastern states, while the 
Bangalore consultation, had participants coming from 
3 southern states. The deliberations pointed out the 
threat of REDD+ mostly in the north eastern states 
where already two REDD pilot programmes have been 
undertaken. The discussions were also around the 
global scenario with respect to climate change and 
forests, the non-implementation of FRA, the deliberate 
relocation and displacement of forest communities 
and the clear strategy of the forest bureaucracy to 
strengthen its control over protected areas and the 
limited awareness among groups on the issue of 
REDD+, GIM and its implications. As an outcome of 
these consultation, a detailed study in 4 protected 
areas of South India will be conducted in the following 
year. The discussions in the northern consultation will 
be taken forward through a meeting in the north-east 
region.

Community Based Partnerships for Impact Assessment 
and Regulation of Tourism in Western Ghats supported 
by the Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund (CEPF). 

Field visits were made to the Sigur plateau for data 
collection for a rapid tourism impact assessment 
(RIA) report. Community level consultations were also 
conducted. The RIA report is currently being finalised. 
A framework for TIA is also being developed. Based 
on this framework, a TIA manual will be created, and 
published in English and Tamil.

Community consultation on Tourism Impacts, Vazhaithottam, 
Tamil Nadu

The Sigur plateau has also turned into a bone of 
contention with a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed 
in the Madras High Court in 2008, stating that many of 
the resorts were illegal encroachments, and that the 
unregulated growth of tourism was having a severe 
negative impact on wildlife in the region, particularly 
the elephants. This was contested by the tourism 
establishments. The case is pending in the Supreme 
Court. EQUATIONS has been closely following the 
case.

Economic Impacts and Tourism 
EQUATIONS was invited to a meeting in June 2011 
held in Kolkata focusing on National and International 
Financial Institutions (IFIs): Need for stringent policy 
safeguards, accountability and informed public debate. 
The meeting presented the perfect opportunity to 
share the findings of a draft update of the IFIs and 
Tourism paper and to get feedback. It was an important 
space to re-initiate linkages with organisations working 
on global economic processes and take forward 
networking in West Bengal. 

Work on CBT initiatives was taken forward through 
the National Networking programme. The  economic 
aspect of CBTs was a clear knowledge gap. In order 
to build our understanding on the issue, EQUATIONS 
documented the experiences of the Mountain 
Shepherd’s Initiative, Uttarakhand. This work, which 
was initiated in February 2012 will be completed by May  
2012. The learnings from the case study will be used 
while working on CBT with regional organisations and 
also widely disseminated to civil society organisations 
engaged in/wanting to start similar projects.
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PPPs have almost become the de-facto manner in 
which tourism is being developed in the country. 
EQUATIONS conducted a study on PPPs in tourism in 
the country and we also sent detailed comments to 
the Ministry of Finance on the draft National PPP Policy 
which was announced in October 2011. The work on 
PPPs will be taken forward in the next year through a 
field based study and a national level consultation on 
the theme.

An initial paper looking at land-related central and 
state policies of 5 states has been written with the help 
of an intern. This gives an overview of the legislative 
framework for land in the country from a tourism 
perspective. RTI applications were filed in 5 states. 
While some states have sent information, data is 
awaited from others to complete the analysis. 

As part of the broader work on economic impacts in 
tourism, we decided to track the Special Component 
Plan (SCP) in the context of money allocated and 
used in the context of tourism. We have started with 
Karnataka in collaboration with Thammate. We plan to 
track the SCP across the country. Applications under 
RTI have been filed and information received. This 
information is to be analysed and it is planned that 
in the following year a meeting with organisations in 
Karnataka on the issue will be organised in collaboration 
with organisations working with dalit communities. 

The publication, ‘Calling to Account’, documenting 2 
case studies on corporate accountability was widely 
disseminated. The impact of the publication itself has 
been encouraging – the Secretary, Ministry of Tourism 
contacted the Hotel Association of India, asking them 
to purchase the publication and peruse it in their work. 
The publication continues to be read by several people 
from the tourism industry. Currently a framework to 
monitor corporations is being developed.

We had received an invite from Cividep to write a case 
study on corporate accountability in tourism. We had 
sent them a case study based on our experience of 
the Himalayan Ski Village, Himachal Pradesh. It was 
published in February 2012 as one of the three cases in 
Cividep – India’s ‘Manual on Corporate Accountability 
in India’.

EQUATIONS completed a study on street vendors 
and tourism (with a special focus on women street 
vendors) and is in the process of being published. We 
were asked by National Hawkers Federation (NHF) to 
contribute an article on hawkers’ issues in tourism for 
NHF magazine. The article attempts to build awareness 
about the issues of street vending at tourism sites.

EQUATIONS organised a national consultation in 
collaboration with NHF and Youth for Unity and 
Voluntary Action (YUVA) in September 2011 in New 

Delhi. Participants including street vendors, leaders 
of association / trade unions and members of non-
government organizations from across the country 
took part in the consultation. The objective was to 
share and connect experiences, analyse policy and 
legislations, identify issues for campaign and evolve 
strategies for policy & advocacy work at the state and 
central level. Two important outcomes that emerged 
from the consultation – EQUATIONS was successful in 
adding the tourism dimension to the ongoing agenda 
and brought issues of women street vendors into the 
discussions.

A woman vendor sharing her experience in the consultation 
on the Street Vendors and Tourism, New Delhi

The Center for Trade and Development (CENTAD) 
organised a one-day meeting on ‘The Revival of the 
WTO: The Role of India and the Developing Economies 
in the Current Doha Round’, in New Delhi in April. As 
we have been involved in the past on the debate of 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) through our work 
on the GATS and tourism, we participated  given the 
possibility of the Doha Development Round (DDR) 
being concluded this year. 

We met with Department of Economics, St. Xaviers 
College, Mumbai to explore the possibility of receiving 
interns as well as doing a collaborative study on 
economic impacts of tourism at key destinations in 
Maharashtra.

Governance, Law and Tourism
Tracking of parliamentary questions (completed till 
July 2011) is done to understand the questions being 
raised in parliamentary sessions by the Members of 
Parliament (MP) and to identify MPs for advocacy 
and lobbying with them on the issues of tourism. The 
analysis of the tracked questions will be taken up in the 
following year.

The Supreme Court had ordered the states to formulate 
a law on street vending in their respective states by 
30th June 2011 based on the Model Street Vendor Bill 
2009 developed by Ministry of Housing and Poverty 
Alleviation (MHUPA). Based on our findings and 
learnings from the study on women street vendors 
and tourism EQUATIONS sent inputs and comments 
on the Model Bill to all the states.
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The Petition was on keeping the corridor free from 
encroachments and any other disturbances for the 
free movement of elephants and other animals. In 
April 2011 Madras High Court directed resort and other 
private land owners to vacate and handover the vacant 
possession of the lands falling within the notified 
Elephant Corridor. Subsequently the aggrieved parties 
have approached the Supreme Court. It was important 
for us to analyse this case as it has the potential to 
significantly impact the communities and the tourism 
industry We undertook a legal analysis with the help 
of a lawyer and will be using this analysis in further 
interventions.

Women and Tourism 
Study report on Women Street Vendors and Tourism: 
Negotiating Lives and Spaces has been completed. 
Four tourist sites Bodhgaya, Bhubaneswar, Puri and 
Goa were visited and interviews held with street 
vendors, members from associations and government 
officials. The study highlights the lack of street vendors’ 
participation in decision-making spaces, low levels 
of unionisation among street vendors, presence of 
multiple government bodies at tourism sites, poor 
accessibility of space by women street vendors, lack 
of awareness about their rights and schemes and poor 
levels of basic amenities at the sites. The study also  
provided a critique of the National Policy on Urban 
Street Vendors 2009. 

Street Vendors, Dona Paula beach, Goa

Tracing the Maze: A Dossier on Women and Tourism 
was  printed  in June 2011. This dossier is a collection 
of recent academic and action research work on 
the issue of women in tourism. It includes articles 
and papers of EQUATIONS’s own work and selected 
writings by other scholars and activists attempting to 
examine a range of issues such as scope and nature of 
opportunities that tourism offers to women, approach 
adopted for women empowerment, gender concerns 
weaved into tourism initiatives and participation and 
influence of women in tourism planning process. It has 
helped us to reconnect as well as build new contacts 
with the people working on issues related to women. 
We have got positive feedback from our partners who 
received the dossier.

EQUATIONS participated in South India Level Women’s 
meeting on Forest Rights & Land Rights organised by 
the Women’s Forest Rights Action Committee of the 
NFCDNR in February 2012 in Chennai. The meeting 
focused on FRA and its implementation status, women’s 
and displaced communities’ right to livelihood, land 
and forest and building women’s control over forest 
resources and forest land. This meeting helped us to 
understand the challenges faced by women such as 
inaccessibility to forest, threats by police and forest 
government officials, safety issues, sexual exploitation 
of tribal women and lack of coordination among 
groups working on forest issues. 
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Meeting on Women, Forest and Land Rights, Chennai, Tamil 
Nadu

EQUATIONS in collaboration with People’s Cultural 
Centre organised a meeting with women organisations 
to understand the impacts of tourism on women 
in March 2012 in Bhubaneswar. This meeting was 
to identify issues linked to women and tourism in 
Odisha for future work, and to network with women 
organisations. The groups we met shared with us issues 
arising out of tourism and have expressed interest in 
engaging with us. 

A funding proposal for a study on Women Artisans was 
developed and sent to funders. The study will examine 
various ways that tourism has engaged with women 
artisans, their role in the process and the extent to 
which policies and plans do / can focus on including 
women as agents rather than just a beneficiary group.

TOURISM RESOURCE CENTRE
The Tourism Resource Centre continues to support 
theme based and networking programmes with 
information, research and capacity building. 

The trends tracking system is used on a regular basis  
by the programme team. Additional news papers 
are tracked and there is an increase in the number 
of articles. The news is tracked through the google 
reader and updated on a regular basis on our internal 
media repository as well as on our website.

Our dissemination continued to be robust with over 
5,000 books, reports, CDs, briefing papers, posters 
disseminated through meetings, workshops organised 
and attended, and through post.

Last year our website had 22,028 visits totally 
with 17,524 being unique visitors and 4,950 PDFs 
downloaded. Our documents were also put on Scribd 
and Google Books. Website alerts are being sent out 
once a quarter to all our subscribers.

Our website has been updated with new features like 
the icons for In the Media, Call for action, Events and 
Papers. Really Simple Syndication (RSS) feed has also 
been created for people to receive alerts from our 
website. 

EQUATIONS was requested to handle a session on 
Critical Issues in Tourism for a group of 6 students 
interning with Design Impact. Our film Redefining 
Tourism – Voices from Rural India was screened 
at ATREE  for the film club of the organisation. The 
screening was followed by a discussion on rural 
tourism. We were invited by Thoughtworks India Pvt. 
Ltd., which is a custom software company to talk 
about EQUATIONS and our work. All these events 
which are about engaging people at large took place 
in December 2011 - January 2012.

Shifting of office: EQUATIONS moved into its own 
office space in September 2011. As we moved into a 
smaller space, proper planning of space and materials 
needed to be done. A process of culling out material 
and files was undertaken. Certain historical material 
was identified for scanning. With support of the entire 
staff team the process of shifting was carried out 
smoothly. Post shifting, it required 2-3 months to set 
up and get the processes of the library functioning 
again.

ON REFLECTIONS: LOOKING BACK AND 

LOOKING FORWARD 

Some of the significant learning in the last year has 
been: 

•	 EQUATIONS critical engagements on tourism 
policies and issues in the previous years have 
resulted in the Planning Commission inviting 
EQUATIONS to be a member of the Working 
Group for Tourism for the 12th Plan. Through this 
process we could ensure that impacts of tourism 
are incorporated in to the planning processes. This 
work provided an understanding of the systems 
and mechanisms of the Five year plan process. We 
realise that it was primarily an engagement with 
the MoT, rather than the Planning Commission. 
There was a limited scope of engagement with the 
larger working group, but much more opportunity 
to influence the sub-group that we were a part of. 
 

•	 In North East a change in strategy to highlight 
tourism issues in the region was also arrived 
at during the year as networking is a complex 
process due to the strained relationship between 
the region and the centre. 

•	 The strategy of working with external researchers 
particularly those linked with communities and 
movements has been important. It does make the 
working together more complex but we believe 
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that in the long run it reflects ground issues much 
better and builds stronger networks. 

•	 Our work with Centre for Responsible Tourism and 
Centre for Social Justice and Peace in Goa on the 
idea of a people policy had to slow down as the 
organisation and the community based groups are 
dealing with internal changes. 

•	 We realise that while it is important to be involved 
in national level processes through participation 
and/or membership of national level organisations/
collectives/forum, it is essential that more local 
networks be built as this is where the efficacy of 
our work at the local level lies. 

MOVING AHEAD

•	 Continue our  strategy of working  nationally by 
identifying 1-2 key issues of strategic intervention 
in each region. 

•	 Work with smaller local/regional level organisations 
to ensure the grassroots reach of our work.  

•	 Work on specific issues taking on the struggles, 
supporting it with research which would be 
collaborative in nature and taking ahead advocacy 
plans jointly. 

•	 Take forward advocacy with government and 
policy makers and bodies such as the Planning 
Commission and state commissions.  

•	 More work with the industry, SMEs, tourism 
service providers, informal associations and the 
unorganised sector in tourism. Conduct more 
sensitisation workshops at all levels of the industry 
particularly small and medium scale for which 
EQUATIONS will work in close collaboration with 
India Tourism Office (South).  

•	 Focus on issues of tourism in forest and coastal 
areas, mega tourism projects, Panchayats and 
tourism, culture and tourism, PPPs, Special 
Component Plan, Land, Child Labour, Women 
Artisans and tourism’s impact on sexual minorities. 
 

•	 Writing out the various case studies on CBT along 
with the base paper to guide future work on the 
issue. 

•	 Broad basing funding sources and developing 
internal capacity to source grant money that 
meets strategic objectives of programmes. 

KEY FUNDING SUPPORT

Our core donors Bread for the World (BftW) and 
Misereor have continued to provide critical support to 
the network-building programme. BftW and Misereor 
have both been generous to give some financial 
support towards EQUATIONS moving into its own 
office space.
     
The Global Forest Coalition (GFC) has extended its 
support (in turn supported by Swed Bio) to coordinate 
a project to monitor REDD issues in India and explore 
the coherence between REDD policies and existing 
socially and environmentally forest policies and 
practices.

With the support of the Critical Ecosystem Partnership 
Fund, we are working on a project on Community 
Based Partnerships for Impact Assessment and 
Regulation of Tourism in Western Ghats to address 
the threats that unregulated tourism development has 
posed to the Western Ghats landscape in the Nilgiris 
area. 

Child Rights and You (CRY) is supporting a joint study 
by Vikas Samvad and EQUATIONS on child sexual 
exploitation and child labour in tourism, investigating 
the occurrence of these in lodges, hotels, parks at 
Khajuraho, Ujjain and Kanha, Madhya Pradesh. 
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EQUITABLE TOURISM OPTIONS (EQUATIONS)

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AT A GLANCE AS ON 31.03.2012

BALANCE SHEET AS ON 31.03.2012

CURRENT ASSETS AMOUNT IN RS.

Fixed Assets  7,582,785.79 

Cash and Bank Balance  1,116,692.74 

Investments and Deposits  33,540.00 

Loans and Advances  94,853.00 

TOTAL ASSETS  8,827,871.53 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Capital Fund  7,109,778.58 

Corpus Fund  25,000.00 

Other Liabilities  1,693,092.95 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  8,827,871.53 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT AS ON 31.03.2012

INCOME  AMOUNT IN RS.

Grants and Donations  8,282,785.08 

Contribution for Travel  45,475.60 

Honorarium  33,824.00 

Interest from Saving Bank A/c and on Fixed deposit  108,985.00 

Miscellaneous Income  131,772.00 

TOTAL INCOME  8,602,841.68 

EXPENDITURE AMOUNT IN  RS.

Programme and Project Expenses 6,418,290.55 

Operational Expenses  1,072,934.69 

Licence, Fees and Taxes  29,405.00 

Statutory and Management Audit  75,828.00 

Miscellaneous Expenses  8,054.00 

Loss on Sale of Fixed Assets  1,523.00 

Depreciation  6,639.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  7,612,674.24 

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE  990,167.44 

EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER INCOME  -  0 
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EVENTS THAT SAW EQUATIONS’ 
PRESENCE APRIL 2011 - MARCH 2012 

Meetings:

April 2011

•	 Workshop on Practising Responsible Tourism on 
6th – 7th April 2011 organised by Ecotourism Society 
of India at Jammu, J&K 

•	 City level campaign of street vendors on 7th April 
2011 organised Beedhi Vyaparigala Hakkotaya 
Andolana in Bengaluru, Karnataka 

•	 State level consultation on CRZ Notification 2011 
on 21st April 2011 organised by Fisherman Youth 
Welfare Association, Visakhapatnam, (FYWA) 
Andhra Pradesh at Visakhapatnam 

•	 Consultation on the Revival of the WTO: The Role 
of India and the Developing Economies in the 
Current Doha Round on 30th April 2011 organised 
by Center for Trade and Development (CENTAD) at 
New Delhi 

May 2011 

•	 Discussion on Critical Aspects of Tourism on 13th 
May 2011 organised by Forum for Indigenous 
Peoples and Action (FIPA) and EQUATIONS at 
Imphal, Manipur 

•	 Meeting on Introduction to Community Based 
Tourism on 14th May 2011 organised by Mapithel 
Dam Affected Villages’ Organisation (MDAVO) at 
Mapithel village, Manipur 
 

June 2011
•	 International Symposium on Tourism and 

Livelihood from 31st May - 2nd June 2011 organised 
by Department of Tourism, Government of Kerala 
and Kerala Institute of Tourism and Travel Studies 
(KITTS) in association with International Centre for 
Responsible Tourism (ICRT) and Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 

•	 Workshop to ensure Fishworkers Participation in 
Implementation of CRZ 2011 on 13th - 14th June 
2011 organised by Ministry of Environment and 
Forest, Government of India at Chennai, Tamil 
Nadu. 

•	 Workshop on National and International Financial 
Institutions: Need for stringent policy safeguards, 
accountability and informed public debate from 

20th - 21st June 2011 organised by New Delhi 
Forum, National Alliance of People’s Movements, 
National Hawkers Federation, Bank Information 
Center at Kolkata, West Bengal. 

•	 1st Meeting of the Working Group on Tourism 
for the 12th Plan on 21st June 2011 organised by 
Ministry of Tourism at New Delhi. 

•	 National Consultation on Traditional communities, 
Livelihood Rights and Need for Movement 
Alliances – Commons, Resources, Rights and 
Livelihoods on 24th - 26th June 2011 organised 
by NFFPFW, Nadi Ghati Morcha, Kshetra Mahila 
Mazdoor Sangharsh Samiti, Adiviasi Mahila 
Mahasangh, National Alliance of People’s 
Movements, Himalaya Niti Abhiyan, Van Panchayat 
Sangharsh Samiti, Adivasi Kalyan Parishad, Dumka, 
Sundarvan Van Adhikar Sangram, Delhi Forum, 
Programme For Social Action at  Banjar, Himachal 
Pradesh.

July 2011
•	 State level consultation on Protecting Children 

in Tourism: Role of the Goa Children’s Act on 
8th - 9th July 2011 organized by EQUATIONS in 
collaboration with Children’s Rights in Goa (CRG) 
and Centre for Responsible Tourism, Goa (CRT) at 
Panjim, Goa. 

•	 Workshop on CRZ, climate policy and role of 
International Financial Institutions on 20th - 21st 
July 2011 organised by Focus on the Global South, 
New Delhi and National Fishworkers Forum at 
Colva, Goa. 

•	 1st Sub-Group Meeting on Sustainable, Rural, Eco 
and Heritage Tourism for the 12th Plan on 29th July 
2011 organised by Ministry of Tourism at New Delhi 

August 2011
•	 Sangarsh 2011 - National Action against Forced 

Displacement Land Grab and For Community 
Control over Natural Resources & Livelihood 
Rights from 3rd - 5th August 2011, organised by 
Sangarsh at New Delhi. 

•	 Meeting with UNESCO representatives on 9th 
August 2011 at New Delhi. 

•	 Meeting with Joint Secretary, NTCA and Member 
of Ecotourism sub-group on 10th August 2011 at 
New Delhi. 

•	 Public workshop on land acquisition, land 
alienation and rehabilitation processes on 22nd 
August 2011 organised by NAPM and PUCL at 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 
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•	 Meeting on Water Privatisation in Karnataka on 23rd 
August 2011 organized by the Campaign Against 
Water Privatisation at Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Follow up meeting on Protecting Children in 
Tourism: Role of the Goa Children’s Act on 24th 
August 2011 organised by CRG and CRT at Panjim, 
Goa. 

•	 Civil society discussion on Inhuman and Illegal 
Eviction and Demolition at Hampi Bazaar on 
29th August 2011 organised by EQUATIONS at 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

September 2011
•	 National Consultation on Street Vendors and 

Tourism: Right to Space and Livelihood on 15th 
- 16th September 2011 co-organized by National 
Hawkers Federation, YUVA and EQUATIONS at 
New Delhi. 

•	 Capacity building workshop on  Code of Conduct 
for “Safe & Honourable Tourism on 26th September 
2011 organised by India tourism office, Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu at Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

•	 National workshop for the implementation of 
Code of Conduct for “Safe & Honourable Tourism 
on 27th September 2011 organised by MoT, GoI at 
New Delhi 
 

October 2011
•	 Capacity building workshop for hotel association 

on the Code of Conduct for Safe and Honourable 
Tourism on 3rd October 2011 organised by India 
Tourism office (South), in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

•	 State level water consultation on 3rd October 2011 
organized by People’s Campaign for Right to 
Water in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Community meeting on tourism issues in Kevadia 
on 29th October 2011 co-organised by Narmada 
Bachao Andolan in Gujarat and EQUATIONS. 

•	 Community meeting on vasahats issues at 
Karnet village on 30th October 2011 organised by 

Narmada Bachao Andolan in Gujarat 

 

November 2011
•	 Workshop on ‘Sustainable Tourism in the Western 

Ghats on 4th - 6th November 2011 co-organised 
by EQUATIONS, in collaboration with Save the 
Western Ghats movement, Prakruti, Keystone 
Foundation, Spice Route Souharda Sahakari in Sirsi, 
Karnataka. 

•	 5th ECPAT International Assembly on 8th - 10th 
November 2011 organised by ECPAT in  Paris, 
France. 

•	 Conference on Hospitality and Tourism: 
Responsible Tourism on 11th - 12th November 2011 
organised by National Institute of Tourism and 
Hospitality Management in Hyderabad, Andhra 
Pradesh. 

•	 State level Round Table on Protection and 
Promotion of Child Rights on 20th - 21st November 
2011 organized by KSCPCR, CCL- NLSIU and 
UNICEF in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 National Consultation on Community 
Management of Forests on 21st – 22nd November 
2011 organised by Council for Social Development 
in collaboration with NFFPFW in New Delhi. 

•	 Theology of Tourism, Course on Tourism Impact 
Assessment on 22nd - 25th November 2011 
organised by CRT, CSJP and Alternatives in Goa. 

•	 Indian Forestry Congress on 22nd – 25th November 
2011 organised by Ministry of Environment and 
Forests in New Delhi. 

•	 Tourism for Livelihood Promotion and 
Conservation Workshop on 24th - 28th November 
2011 organised by Kailas Sacred Landscape 
Conservation Initiative (KSLCI) in Patal 
Bhubneshwar, Gangolihat, Uttarakhand. 
 

December 2011
•	 Workshop on Critical issues on Tourism on 2nd 

December 2011 facilitated by EQUATIONS for 
Design Impact in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Theology of Tourism Course on Tourism Impact 
Assessment on 3rd - 6th December 2011 organised 
by CRT, CSJP and Alternatives in Goa. 

•	 Northern Regional Consultation on GIM and 
REDD+ on 6th - 7th December 2011 co-organised 
by EQUATIONS, NFFPFW and HFVO in Darjeeling, 
West Bengal. 

•	 Workshop on Child Sexual Exploitation & 
Protection of Children and planning meeting on 
Zero tolerance Campaign on 8th - 9th December 
2011 organised by Jan Ugahi and CRT in Panjim, 
Goa. 

•	 People’s Forest Rights Rally and a National 
Conference of Natural Based Resources based 
Traditional Working People and Community 
Organizations on 15th - 16th December 2011 
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organised by National Federation of Communities 
Dependant on Natural Resources in New Delhi. 

•	 Southern Regional Consultation on GIM and 
REDD+ on 28th - 29th December 2011 co-
organized by EQUATIONS and NFFPFW in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

January 2012
•	 Planning meeting regarding the Bengaluru World 

Water Summit on 3rd January 2012 organised 
by People’s Campaign for Right to Water in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Consultation on People’s Vision for tourism 
in Himachal Pradesh on 6th January 2012  co-
organised by Him Niti Abhiyan and EQUATIONS in 
Banjar, Himachal Pradesh. 

•	 Consultation on People’s Vision for tourism 
in Himachal Pradesh on 9th January 2012  co-
organised by Him Niti Abhiyan and EQUATIONS in 
Haripur, Himachal Pradesh. 

•	 Meeting with CRY and Vikas Samvad towards 
discussion on the joint study on status of children 
in tourism in Madhya Pradesh on 11th January 
2012 organised by CRY in New Delhi. 

•	 Coastal Business Development Summit on 12th 
January 2012 organised by FKCCI in association 
with the Departments of Industries and Commerce 
and Infrastructure, Government of Karnataka and 
the NRI Forum, Karnataka in Mangalore, Karnataka. 

•	 Thematic lecture series for the Swedish academic 
group, students from Gangsatra Gymnasium on 
14th January 2012 organised by the Institute of 
Development Research and Corporate Ethics, 
Mahabalipuram, Tamil Nadu. 

•	 Volcan Memorial Lecture by Binayak Sen 20th 
January 2012 at ISI Bangalore. 

•	 State level consultation on Review on 3rd - 4th 
India Country Report to UN on Implementation of 
Child Rights on 20th -  21st January 2012 organised 
by Child Rights Trust in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Presentation on EQUATIONS and its work on 
23rd January 2012 organised by Thoughtworks in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Film screening of Redefining Tourism – Voices 
from Rural India on 27th January 2012 organised by 
ATREE in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 National Consultation on “How Inclusive are our 

Cities? Implications for the 12th Five-Year Plan  from 
the perspective of the urban poor” on 27th – 28th 
January 2012 organized by CIVIC, Hazards Centre 
and INHAF in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Meeting with  U.S. Consul General on 29th January 
2012 on the status of trafficking in persons in 
Karnataka and government efforts in curbing the 
issue organised by U.S. Consulate General office 
Chennai at Bengaluru, Karnataka. 
 

February 2012
•	 Protest March against the Bangalore World 

Water Summit on 2nd February 2012 organised by 
People’s Campaign for Right to Water in Karnataka, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 South India level women’s meeting on Forest 
Rights & Land Rights on 5th February 2012 
organised by the Women’s Forest Rights Action 
Committee of the National Federation of 
Communities Dependent on Natural Resources in 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 
 

•	 Workshop on Tourism Impact Assessment from 1st 
- 10th February 2012 organised by NAFSO and Praja 
Abhilasha in Negombo, Sri Lanka. 

•	 Forests, Communities and Ecotourism on 15th 
February 2012 organised by Jungle Lodges and 
Resorts in Kabini River Lodge, Mysore, Karnataka 

March 2012
•	 Sensitization workshop on Child Sexual 

Exploitation and Code of Conduct for Safe and 
Honourable Tourism on 10th March 2012 organised 
by India Tourism Office (South) in association 
with Institute of Hotel Management And Catering 
Technology, Kovalam at Trivandrum, Kerala. 

•	 Consultation on People’s Vision for Tourism 
in Himachal Pradesh on 10th March 2012 co-
organised by Him Niti Abhiyan and EQUATIONS in 
Baijnath, Himachal Pradesh. 

•	 Meeting with Department of Tourism, Kerala 
on Responsible Tourism on 12th March 2012 at 
Trivandrum, Kerala. 

•	 Consultation on People’s Vision for Tourism 
in Himachal Pradesh on 13th March 2012 co-
organised by Him Niti Abhiyan and EQUATIONS in 
Sahoo, Himachal Pradesh. 

•	 Meeting with women organizations in Odisha 
on Impacts of Tourism on Women on 14th March 
2012 co-organised by PECUC and EQUATIONS in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 



29

•	 A fact finding on the incidents that took place at 
the city civil court complex on 8th  – 14th  March 
2012 organised by People’s Union for Civil Liberties 
and Peoples Union for Democratic Rights in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Consultation on People’s Vision for Tourism 
in Himachal Pradesh on 14th March 2012 co-
organised by Him Niti Abhiyan and EQUATIONS in 
Macleodganj, Himachal Pradesh. 

•	 Protest March against the Minister for Forests, 
Government of Karnataka on 31st March 2012 
organised by Bedagampanara Hitarakshana Horata 
Samiti in M.M. Hills, Chamrajnagar, Karnataka 

Publications:
•	 EQUATIONS Annual Report 2010-11 

•	 Making a Difference - Dossier on Community 
Engagement on Nature Based Tourism in India, 
May 2011 (reprinted in English) 

•	 Envisioning Tourism in India, July 2011 (Hindi) 

•	 Envisioning Tourism in India, July 2011 (reprinted in 
English) 

•	 Tracing the Maze: A Dossier on Women and 
Tourism, August 2011 (English) and reprinted, 
February 2012 

•	 Working Paper Series (Hindi), August 2011 

•	 Briefing Sheet Child Pornography & Tourism, 
January 2012 (reprinted) 

•	 Briefing Sheet Unholy Nexus: Male Child Sexual 
Exploitation in Pilgrim Tourism Sites in India, 
January 2012 (reprinted) 

•	 Calling To Account-Image and Ethics in Corporate 
Accountability, June 2011 (English) and reprinted, 
February 2012 (reprinted) 

•	 Working paper Series 2011-2012, March 2012 

Papers/ Presentations and Statements:
•	 Brief Note on Limits of Acceptable Change, 29th 

June 2011 

•	 We Seek Stringent Regulation of Tourism in and 
Around Protected Areas, 30th June 2011 

•	 EQUATIONS’ Analysis of Draft Guidelines For 
Ecotourism an and Around Protected Areas, 30th 
June 2011 

•	 EQUATIONS’ Inputs on the Model Street Vendors 
(Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street 
Vending) Bill 2009, 30th June 2011 

•	 Protecting Livelihoods and Regulating Street 
Vending in India – Widen Scope and Make Process 
Inclusive! (EQUATIONS’ comments on the Model 
Street Vendor Bill: 2009), 30th June 2011 

•	 Submission on Rural Tourism to Sub-group on 
Rural Tourism, Ecotourism, Sustainable Tourism 
and Heritage Tourism of the Working Group on 
Tourism for 12th Plan, 7th August 2011 

•	 Submission on Ecotourism to Sub-group on 
Rural Tourism, Ecotourism, Sustainable Tourism 
and Heritage Tourism of the Working Group on 
Tourism for 12th Plan, 11th August 2011 

•	 Submission on Sustainable Tourism to Sub-group 
on Rural Tourism, Ecotourism, Sustainable Tourism 
and Heritage Tourism of the Working Group on 
Tourism for 12th Plan, 11th August 2011 

•	 Submission on Cultural and Heritage Tourism 
to Sub-group on Rural Tourism, Ecotourism, 
Sustainable Tourism and Heritage Tourism of the 
Working Group on Tourism for 12th Plan, 11th 
August 2011 

•	 Campaign statement on Inhuman and Illegal 
Eviction and Demolition at Hampi Bazaar, 17th 
August 2011 

•	 Call for Protection of People’s Right Along with 
Heritage Conservation in Hampi, 17th  August 2011 

•	 EQUATIONS’ Comments to the Draft Report of the 
Working Group on Tourism for 12th Plan, August 
2011 

•	 EQUATIONS’ Response to National PPP Policy, 
2011 (Draft) announced by the Department of 
Economic Affairs, 13th October 2011 

•	 Paper on Forests Communities and Ecotourism, 
30th October 2011 submitted to Indian Forestry 
Congress 

•	 EQUATIONS comments to the IGNOU Course 
on Sustainable Practices in Tourism & Hospitality 
Industry, November 2011 

•	 Workshop Report on Sustainable Tourism in 
Western Ghats, 30th November 2011 

•	 Sirsi Declaration on Sustainable Tourism in the 
Western Ghats, 30th November 2011 
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•	 Kerala Tourism Policy 2011 (Draft) Participatory? - 
YES! Inclusive? NO!-EQUATIONS Comments and 
Additions,  8th December 2011 

•	 Submission to the OHCHR on Protection of 
Children from Sexual abuse in India, 14th December 
2011 

•	 Whither Governance? - Public Private Partnerships 
and Tourism, 14th December 2011 

•	 Paper on Green India Mission: India’s REDD+ 
Action Plan to Disempower and Evict Forest 
Communities From Their Own Homelands, 23rd 
December 2011 

•	 EQUATIONS’ Comments to the Final Report 
Working Group on Tourism for 12th Plan, February 
2012 

•	 Paper on Land Acquisition for Tourism: A review of 
state practices, laws and policies, 1st  February 2012 

•	 A Fact Finding Report on Inhuman and Illegal 
Eviction & Demolition at Hampi Bazaar, 30th March 
2012 

Translations:
•	 Taj Safaris Pvt. Ltd. – The Return of the Raj, August 

2011 (English to Hindi) 

•	 Community Involvement in Ecotourism in Madhya 
Pradesh, August 2011 (English to Hindi) 

•	 Campaign Statement “Call for Protection of 
People’s Right Along with Heritage Conservation in 
Hampi” (English to Kannada), August 2011 

•	 Street Vendors Poster - Hawkers and Tourism 
Poster, (English to Hindi), September 2011 

•	 Dossier on the Rights of the Child in the Context 
of Tourism (3 Sections), (English to Hindi), 
September 2011 

•	 Sustainability in Tourism – A Rural Tourism Model – 
A review Report (English to Hindi), December 2011 

•	 RTI response on land acquisition in Karnataka 
(Kannada to English), January 2012

Contributing to other Publications:
•	 Global Monitoring Report on the status of action 

against sexual exploitation of children in India e- 
publication of End Child Prostitution, pornography 
and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purpose 
(ECPAT International), August 2011 

•	 People Vs Corporations published in Manual on 
Corporate Accountability in India by Cividep India, 
February 2012 

•	 Paper on Canopy Tourism: Concept and Practices 
in the Indian Context into a book titled Forest 
canopies of South Asia - A Glimpse’, March 2012 

Visual Materials:
•	 Footage documenting two traditional forms of 

community rights, governance and the struggle of 
the forest villagers towards achieving community 
forest governance in the northern plains of West 
Bengal by NFFPFW and EQUATIONS, August 2011 

•	 Hawkers and Tourism: Making Tourism Work For 
All – English & Hindi, September 2011 (poster) 

•	 Hawkers and Tourism: Inclusive Tourism - English 
& Hindi, September 2011 (poster) 

•	 E-card for EQUATIONS office shifting the location, 
September 2011 

•	 E-card for the New Year 2012, January 2012 

•	 re.think Tourism - Bookmarks, March 2012 

•	 EQUATIONS bags, March 2012 
 

Media Reports and Press Releases:

Press Note and Release:
•	 Press note on State Consultation on “Protecting 

Children in Tourism: Role of the Goa Children’s Act 
2003” 8th - 9th July 2011 at Goa 

•	 Press Release on ‘Protecting Children in Tourism: 
Role of the Goa Children’s Act 2003’ – 13th July 
2011 

•	 Press Release on Inhuman and Illegal Eviction and 
Demolition at Hampi Bazaar, 29th August 2011, 
Bangalore 

•	 Press note on National Consultation on “Street 
Vendors and Tourism: Rights to Livelihood and 
Space” 15th – 16th September 2011 at New Delhi 
 

Print Media:
•	 “Boys don’t cry”, The Alternative, 21st April, 2011 

•	 “Farm Fresh”, Timeout Mumbai, 12th May, 2011 

•	 “Will it work wonders”, Times of India Crest, 04 
July, 2011 
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•	 “Sex tourism will bring doom upon state”, Times of 
India, Goa edition, 09 July, 2011   

•	 “Reinvention of Goan tourism vital for its survival: 
Rina Ray,” Times of India, 09 July, 2011 

•	 “Foreign child abusers operating in Goa: Deccan 
Herald, Goa edition, 09 July, 2011  

•	 “Goa becoming child-sex trade hub, says bishop, 
Cathnews India, 09 July, 2011 

•	 “Ferrao for effective law to curb child sexual abuse” 
The Hindu, Panaji edition, 10 July, 2011 

•	 “There is a need for a strong legislation to punish 
perpetrators of crime against children, says 
Archbishop Ferrao, Navhind Times, Goa edition, 10 
July, 2011 

•	 “Bishop booms at abusers of children”, Gomantak 
Times, 10 July, 2011 

•	 “Archbishop for Zero tolerance law on child sexual 
abuse”, The Navhind Times, 10 July, 2011 

•	 “Tourism code of conduct need of hour”, Times of 
India, Goa edition, 10 July, 2011 

•	 “Foreign child abusers operating in Goa: Church”, 
DNA India, Panaji edition, 10 July, 2011 

•	 “Goa emerging as hub for child sex tourism”, 10 
July, 2011 

•	 “Need for tough laws on child sex tourism” 
Cathnews India, 12 July, 2011 

•	 “Campaign on tourism code of conduct begins, 
Times of India, 12 July, 2011 

•	 “Probe Sought Into Eviction of Families in Hampi”, 
Deccan Herald, Bangalore Edition, 30 August, 2011 
 

•	 “You are a boy child you need to be careful”, 
Vanitha (Malayalam magazine) edition 1st - 14h 
March 2012 

Media:

•	 Asianet News @1 quoting EQUATIONS study on 
child sexual exploitation, 16th October 2011 

•	 Interviewed by All India Radio on Volunteer 
tourism, 17th October 2011
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MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND EXTENDED TEAMS

EQUATIONS Managing Committee (2011-2012)

Sl. No Name Designation

1 Adv. Mario Pinto Almeida President

2 Dr. Ravi Chellam Secretary

3 Raja Chidambaram Treasurer

4 Rosemary Viswanath Director, (ex-officio)

5 S Vidya Staff Representative, (ex-officio)

EQUATIONS STAFF TEAM AS ON 31st March 2012

Sl. No Programme Programme Coordinator
Programme Resource Team/
Team members

1 National Networking Aditi Chanchani

Aditi Chanchani / Swathi 
Seshadri/ Raghunandan Hegde

2 Central India Networking Swathi Seshadri

3 East India Networking Swathi Seshadri

4 Islands Swathi Seshadri/ S.Vidya

5 North India Networking Aditi Chanchani

6 North-East India Networking Swathi Seshadri 

7
South India Networking 
Programme

S.Vidya*/ Raghunandan 
Hegde

8 West India Networking Aditi Chanchani

9 Child and Tourism S Vidya Surabhi Singh

10 Economic Impacts and Tourism Swathi Seshadri Rosemary Viswanath

11
Ecosystem, Communities and 
Tourism

Aditi Chanchani Swathi Seshadri/ S.Vidya

12 Governance, Law and Tourism S Vidya Surabhi Singh

13 Women and Tourism Surabhi Singh Rosemary Viswanath

14 Tourism Resource Centre
Rosemary Viswanath* / 
Sharmila Sundaresan

 Geetha Shree*/ Jyothis 
Sreekumar*

15 Institutional Support Services Antony Varghese
Raghu G / Sharmila S /Rakesh 
Stephen*/ Rajiv Das 

* For part of the year

SHORT TERM AND PROJECT BASED CONTRACTS

Sl. No Name of the staff Projects

1 Samuel Sathyaseelan Child Labour & Tourism
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STAFF CAPACITY BUILDING

Internal Seminars / Capacity Building Workshops for EQUATIONS staff

•	 Ecotourism on the Periphery of Protected Areas: Nagarhole National Park and Mudumalai National Park by 
Sabitha Lorenz, Intern, 15th June 2011 

External Capacity Building Workshops:

•	 Workshop on GIS and Database organised by 
FERAL at Puducherry, 27th June to 1st July 2011, 
attended by Raghunandan Hegde 

•	 4th module of the Organisation Change Facilitation 
Programme organised by HIDF, 4th to 9th July 2011 
attended by Swathi Seshadri  

•	 Workshop Inviting Emerging Future, 19th to 22nd 
January 2012 organised by SoL South Foundation 
in Bengaluru attended by Antony Varghese  

•	 Understanding Livelihoods, 7th & 8th February 2012 
organized by HID Forum attended by Petra Jansen  

Design and Communications Support
•	 C-Senses

•	 Focus Communications

•	 J & P Printers

•	 Lakshmi

•	 Naina Chanchani

•	 National Printing Press

•	 Neelima P Aryan

•	 Nithya Reddy

•	 Print Xpress

•	 Smriti Chanchani

Translation Support
•	 Aparna Chintamani

•	 Chinmay Mishra

•	 Nidhi Agarwal

•	 Sitaram Shastry

•	 Tourism developments and their impacts in 
Chhattisgarh by Ravi from Nadi Ghati Morcha, 15th 
June 2011 

•	 Dolphin tourism (Irrawady Dolphins) by Dipani 
Sutaria from FERAL, 5th July 2011 

•	 Documentation on Tourism Police in India 
and case study on functioning of Child line in 
Bangalore by Kinanya Pijl, Intern, 20th July 2011 

•	 FOSS Training and briefing on internal portal by 
Rajiv Das & Raghunandan Hegde, 26th July 2011 

•	 Capacity Building on Economic Issues by Cavery 
Bopaiah, 29th July 2011 

•	 Capacity building on Economics Issues by Cavery 
Bopaiah, 2nd August 2011 

•	 Community based tourism by Laura Malinverno, 
Intern, 19th August 2011 

•	 UBUNTU capacity building by Rajiv Das, 26th 
August 2011 

•	 Cruise Tourism, Tourism policy and water 
privatisation by Linda Boschma, Intern, 12th  
December 2011  

•	 The Mirage of Development: A Political 
Economy exploration of tourism development in 
Kumarakom, India by Vidya Rangan, 2nd January 
2012 

•	 A presentation on the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development study on Sexual Behaviour of 
Tourists by Surabhi Singh, 5th January 2012 

•	 Capacity Building on Economic Issues by Cavery 
Bopaiah, 20th January 2012 

•	 Land Acquisition for Tourism - A review of state 
practices, laws and policies by Birsha Ohdedar, 
Intern, 16th February 2012 

•	 Understanding and assessing our Networks and 
Networking - meeting for all Programme staff of 
EQUATIONS, facilitated by Haritha Sarma of HID 
Forum, 22nd & 23rd February 2012  
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INTERNS AND VOLUNTEERS IN EQUATIONS (2011-12) AND THEIR WORK 

We have had a rich contribution from interns and volunteers. Their details are given below.

Sl.
No

Name 
Academic 
Course 

Institution
Period of 
Internship 
(Weeks)

Program 
Worked 
With

Research on

1 Neha Marla Higher 
Secondary

6 to 21 April 
2011 (3 weeks)

Tourism 
Resource 
Centre

Compilation of 
tourism news, and 
scanning reports 

Presentation on 
Women and 
Tourism suitable for 
schools  

2 Kinanya Pijl Bachelor 
diploma in 
Law

University of 
Utrecht

20 June - 20 
July, 2011

(4 weeks)

Child & 
Tourism

Tourism Police & 
Childline

3 Laura Maria 
Malin- 
verno 

Master in 
International 
Tourism

Università 
della Svizzera 
Italiana 
(Lugano), 
Switzerland

11 July - 19 
August 2011 

(8 weeks)

Networking 
- National

Compilation of 
materials on 
community based 
tourism

4 Stephanie 
Bahr

Cultural 
Anthropology

Over one 
month

Tourism 
resource 
Centre

Edited paper on 
culture and tourism

Questionnaires on 
creating awareness 
on tourism among 
school children

5 Linda 
Boschma

Tourism 
and leisure 
manag- 
ement

Saxion 
University, 
The 
Netherlands

10 August  - 30 
December 
2011

(21 weeks)

Ecosystems 
Commu- 
nities and 
Tourism

Compilation of 
tourism policies, 
plans, legislations

Paper on Cruise 
Tourism

6 Birsha 
Ohdedar

Law Student, 
New Zealand

21 November 
2011 - 16 
February 2012 
(14 Weeks)

Economic  
Impacts of 
Tourism

Compilation and 
analysis of some 
specific state 

land policies 
and the Draft 
Land Acquisition 
Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement Bill

7 Sofia Benita 
Josefina 
Kock

Masters 
degree in  
the 
Humanities, 
Cultural 
Anthro- 
pology 

Uppsala 
University in 
Sweden 

31 January 
2012 - 6 March 
2012 (5 weeks)

Networking 
– North 
India

Secondary research 
through compiling 
and analyse data 
and materials on 
forests and tourism 
in Uttarakhand
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8 Petra Jansen Master Leisure, 
Tourism and 
Environment 

Wageningen 
University, 
The 
Netherlands 

2 January - 30 
April 2012 (16 
Weeks)

Economic  
Impacts of 
Tourism

Framework for 
monitoring of Multi 
National Companies 

Case study on 
economic aspects 
of Community 
Based Tourism

9 Julia 
Colomer 
Mututano

Tourism and 
International 
Cooperation 
for 
Development 
Tourism 

UNWTO- 
Themis 
Foundation 

6 March - 30 
April  2012 (8 
weeks)

Networking 
- National

Secondary research 
and literature 
survey on Tourism 
Impact Assessment 
Framework

ACRONYMS USED

ADB – Asian Development Bank

ALF – Alternative Law Forum

AMC – Annual Maintenance Contract

AP – Andhra Pradesh

APRN – Asia Pacific Research Network

BftW – Bread for the World 

BSNL – Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited

BVHA – Beedhi Vyaparigala Hakkotaya Andolana

C&T – Child and Tourism programme

CBT – Community Based Tourism 

CCL - NLSIU - Child and the Law, National Law 
School of India University 

CENTAD – Center for Trade and Development 

CEPF – Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund

CII – Confederation of Indian Industries

CRG -  Children’s Rights in Goa

CRT – Centre for Responsible Tourism 

CRY – Child Rights and You 

CRZ – Coastal Regulation Zone Notification 1991

CSJP – Centre for Social Justice and Peace

CSOs – Civil Society Organisations

DDR – Doha Development Round 

DoT – Department of Tourism

DWCD – Department of Women and Child 
Development

ECPAT – End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography 
and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes

ECT – Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism 
Programme

EIT – Economic Impacts of Tourism Programme

ESOI – Ecotourism Society of India 

FIPA – Forum for Indigenous Peoples and Action 

FRA – Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006

FTA – Free Trade Agreement 

FYWA – Fisherman Youth Welfare Association, 
Visakhapatnam

GFC – Global Forest Coalition

GHNP – Great Himalayan National Park 

GLT – Governance, Law and Tourism Programme 

GLTRG – Geography of Leisure and Tourism Research 
Group 

GoI – Government of India

GoK – Government of Karnataka

HNA – Himalaya Niti Abhiyan 

HP – Himachal Pradesh 

IACR – India Alliance for Child Rights  

IFC – Indian Forestry Congress 
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IFIs – International Financial Institutions

IFS – Indian Forestry Services 

IGNOU – Indira Gandhi National Open University

IIPT – International Institute for Peace through 
Tourism

IIT – Indian Institute of Technology 

JLR – Jungle Lodges and Resorts 

KITTS – Kerala Institute of Tourism and Travel Studies

KSCPCR – Karnataka State Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights

LCR – Local Code Representative

LSGIs – Local Self Governing Institutions 

MoEF – Ministry of Environment and Forest, 
Government of India

MoT – Ministry of Tourism, Government of India

MHUPA – Ministry of Housing and Poverty Alleviation

MP – Madhya Pradesh

MPEDB – Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism Development 
Board 

MSI – Mountain Shepherds Initiative 

MWCD – Ministry of Women and Child Development, 
Government of India

NAFSO – National Fisheries Solidarity Movement

NAPCC – National Action Plan on Climate Change

NAPM – National Alliance of Peoples’ Movements

NBA – Narmada Bachao Andolan 

NCF – Nature Conservation Foundation

NCPCR – National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights

NESPON – North Eastern Society for Preservation of 
Nature and Wildlife

NFCDNR – National Federation of Communities 
Dependant on Natural Resources

NFF – National Fishworkers Forum

NFFPFW - National Forum of Forest People and 
Forest Workers 

NGO – Non Government Organisation

NHF – National Hawkers Federation 

NITHM – National Institute of Tourism and Hospitality 
Management

NTCA – National Tiger Conservation Authority 

OJAM – Orissa Jan Andolan Morcha 

PECUC – People’s Cultural Centre 

PESA – The Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension 
of the Scheduled Areas) Act 1996  

PIL – Public Interest Litigation 

PPP – Public Private Partnership

PUCL – People’s Union of Civil Liberties 

REDD – Reduce Emissions from Deforestation and 
forest Degradation

RSS – Really Simple Syndication 

RTI – Right to Information

S&H Code – Code of Conduct for Safe & Honourable 
Tourism 

SCCS – Student Conference on Conservation Science 

SCP – Special Component Plan

TIA – Tourism Impact Assessment

TISS – Tata Institute of Social Science 

TRC – Tourism Resource Centre 

UNCRC – United Nation Convention on Rights of the 
Child

UNCTAD – United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development 

UNESCO – United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 

UPR – Universal Periodic Review 

UPS – Uninterrupted Power Supply

W&T – Women and Tourism Programme

WGEEP – Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel 

WGT – Working Group on Tourism 

WTO – World Trade Organisation

YUVA – Youth for Unity and Voluntary Action
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